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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This Home Maintenance Handbook is desigoed for
Park Forest homeowners who are concerned about home
maintenance and improvement. Renters and members of
the Village's cooperatives also will find the chapters on housing code, energy conservation, and
home safety and security, useful.
It is hoped the handbook will help residents
address some basic questions surrounding home ownership. This is not a 11 how to 11 or a repair manual,
but rather a guide to help homeowners evaluate
their homes. Before homeowners can make constructive changes they must have some understanding of
how a house "works. 11 This handbook is concerned
with home maintenance, especially in the area of
identifying and/or preventing costly repairs. The
handbook reviews common housing problems in the
Village and suggests how they might be corrected.
It is especially important that all homes construe~
ted before 1970 receive preventative maintenance.
T~e handbook includes common replacement schedules
for the major elements of a typical Park Forest
home.

Elected and appointed Village officials are
concerned about housing quality. It is the official
adopted policy of the Village of Park Forest to
encourage the maintenance and improvement of all
,existing housing, including structural maintenance,
beautification, and general home improvements. It
also is the Village's policy to promote energy
conservation, as well as to promote a sense that
the care and maintenance of each house affects
jneighborhood pride and the value of surrounding
!homes. (Resolution 79-15)
I

Both the Village and individual homeowners
benefit from a continuing home maintenance program.

A portion of the handbook is devoted tQ home
improvements. Many people request help from the
Village for ideas about how they can make their
homes larger and more comfortable. More recently~
people have requested information concerning energy
conservation, home safety and security.
Many improvements require the services of a
contractor, and the book outlines how to select and
-use contractors. The handbook.also includes suggesti'ons for where to go·for moroe information.
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CHAPTER II

PARK FOREST HOMES

. Park Forest Housing Development
(See Map for Number Identification)

Hi story of Construction
Housing Overview

The Village of Park Forest is a planned residential community, meaning the original developer,
American Community Builders, built the community
according to an overall design.

1.

Construction in the Village began in 1948 with
townhouse apartments, marking the beginning of a
major new housing development. In 1950, small single-family homes were built using variations of a
single floor plan. Single-family construction proceeded throughout the 1950s and lasted well into the
1960s .. Development proceeded clockwise around the
Plaza starting in the east and proceeding west. In
1953, development skipped to Eastgate area, only to
return in 1954 to 1958 to finish the sweep around
the Plaza. The year 1958 aJso marked the beginning
Jf the Lincolnwood subdivision, which began just
west of Western Avenue and slowly grew west to its
present size. Later, other apartment and singlefamily developments were built southeast and southwest of the original Village.

1948-1950 Rental Area constructed and occupied.
Contains 3,010 dwelling units in 2,
4, 6, and 8 unit "Town House" structures, grouped around parking courts
with generous amounts of green mall
areas. Gross density about 11 dwelling units per acre. 204 one-bedroom units; 2,104 two-bedroom units;
702 three-bedroom units. These were
completed and occupied before the
homes area got under way in 1950.
Since 1961 six "Areas, .. comprising
2,588 dwelling units, have been
sold and are operating as cooperatives. During the early 1970s,
380 units were converted from Rental
to Condomi ni urn.

As the Village grew, so did the size and diversity of the homes. The basic Park Forest home began
at under 600 sq. ft. Now, a common Park Forest home
has almost 2,000 sq. ft. Many of the homes were
built at the same time with similar floor plans. In
fact, most Village neighborhoods can be identified
by their housing style. Due to so.il conditions,
almost all the single-family homes were constructed.
on a concrete slab without a basement. Over the
years, greater diversity has been added by individual homeowner improvements.

2.

~
Many
inc~uding

people want to know basic housing facts,
the age and originaL cost of their house.
While the Building Commissioner can look up the
original building permit, the attached text and·
map give some basic facts.

3.

/
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1950-1952

Initial "Homes for Sale" construction,
a.

985 two-bedroom masonry (early
ones all-masonry, later ones
brick veneer), radiant heat,
identical floor plans but with 14
different stylings. Sold for
$13,300.

b.

2~4.three-bedroom frame, shingle
s1d1ng, attached garage, fireplace. Sold for $14,200.

1952-1953 500 two-bedroom brick veneer. Sold
for $12,600 - $13,200 (last of twobedroom homes built).

4.

1952-1954 470 three-bedroom brick veneer.
for $13,200 - $14,200.

5.

1953

6.

1953-1954 283 "tract" homes. Two-bedroom, Cape
Cod, unfinished second floor (can
accommodate 1 or 2 additional bedrooms). This is very similar to an
early Levittown model. Originally
these homes were identical. Sale
price $11,000- $11,500.

7.

12 dwelling unit apartmen~ complex of
two 6-unit buildings containing ten
3-bedroom units and two 4-bedroom
units.

1953-1960 "Custom Homes" area. Approximately
70 lots sold to individuals desiring
to construct own home. Developer
approved individual building plans.

8.

1953-1954 319 three-bedroom brick and frame
with attached carport with outside
"storage wall." (Futura model having
flat roofs.) Sold for $14,800$15,300.

9.

1954-1956 300 three-bedroom brick veneer and
frame, with attached garage, Sold
for $17,000 - $20,000.
·

·10.

1955-1956 200 Cape Cod, four-bedroom attached
garage. (Similar to a Levittown
model). Sold for $17,000.

11.

1957

Initial "split-level" homes. Brick
veneer and frame, three-bedroom,
family room, sold for $20,000.

12.

1957

Largest split-level models at a
"choice" location (overlooking
forest preserve and school-recreation area). Sold for $23,000.

13.

13A. 1957-1958 Development of these lots was bypassed for a· period of years, partly
because of their less desirable
location (adjacent to railroad and
low-lytng ground). Homes are simila
to numbers 9 and 11 above, but sold
for a somewhat lesser figure because
of location.
14. 1958-1959 Three and four-bedroom ranch and
split-levels. Both ranches and
split-levels sold for $22,500.

Sold

1957-1958 Three-bedroom, frame and brick veneer,
ranch, no garage .. Sold for $15,200.

8

15.

1960-1962 Houses similar to 14; sale prices
ranged from $17,000 - $22,000.

16.

1963-1964 Four and five-bedroom split-levels,
mid-levels and two-story colonial.
Sold for.$23,000- $35,000.

17.

1955

18.

1965-1967 Three, four and five-bedroom splitlevels, mid-levels. Homes are
similar to number 16 and sold for
similar figure - $23,000 - $35,000.

19.

1966-1967 Houses similar to 18; sold for
$23,000 - $35,000.

20.

1969-1970 Juniper Towers. This 106-unit
subsidized senior apartment building
is operated by the Cook County Housing Authority. This was the first
building over 2 stories constructed
i n the Vi 11 a ge .

21.

1971-1974

Thorn Creek Estates, a 75-lot custom
home subdivision owned by developers
of Park Forest. This subdivision
was originally developed in unincorporated Will County and was later
annexed to the Village.

Forest Hills Apartments. Forest
Hills is a privately financed,
multi-family complex with 120 condominium and 60 apartments.

~2.

1971-1973 Arbor Trails Apartments. This 372unit apartment compl.ex consists of
4 six-story buildings and 50 townhouse units. This complex was fincnced with Sec. 236 funds provided
by the Illinois Housing Development
Authority. The complex contains
both assisted and non-assisted housing.

~3.

1975-1978 Governors Park Subdivision. A 27lot single-family subdivision consisting of three bedroom bi-levels.
This development is constructed on
land originally set aside for a
cemetery.

~4.

1979-1980 Garden House. A 12-story 146-unit
senior apartment building constructed
with Federal Section 8 funds and
revenue bonds issued by the Village.
This subsidized project is reserved
for senior citizens and the handicapped.

.·
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Some corners were cut during the construction
of both the townhouse and single-family areas .
.Many of the construction materials used were of un.usual dimensions -- army surplijs er the bottom of a
:manufacturer's product 1ine. The metal casement
windows used throughout the Villege are an unusual
size. Anyone who has purchased window shades can
.attest ~o this. The water lines are galvanized pipe
:rather than copper. The foundations were not com'pletely excavated as is now required. Little
1insulation was used in either the walls or ceilings.
These items do not mean that Park Forest housing is
in any way substandard. With the proper care,
housing in Park Forest can last almost indefinitely.
However, all homes, and in Park Forest's case,
especially homes constructed before 1958, need
continuing care and upgrading to modern standards.

How the Homes Were Constructed
Construction in Park Forest was conducted on a
nassive scale by subdivision areas. During the
rapid growth years, it was not uncommon to have
:onstruction along whole streets at the same time.
)ark Forest, in the 1950s, became a massive building
)roject with homes, streets and public facilities
ill under construction at the same time. Many of
the homes are of similar design, especially in the
>maller subdivision areas. This similarity allowed
'economies of scalen and allowed the original build~r to build more homes, faster and at a lower cost.
)ecause so many homes were constructed at approxi~tely the same time, many engineering problems
issociated with piece-meal con£truction are not
Jresent in the Village. After initial instaliation,
~ngineering improvements (water, sewer, etc.,) have
)een adequate to serve nejghborhood neeas.
11

cape cod

ranch

0

12

colonial

Older Park Forest housing also has some design
quirks dictated by the construction technology of
the day. Most Park Forest homes have inadequate
electrical wiring. Park Forest was originally
planned as a 11 bl ue ·star 11 natural gas community.
Most major appliances were to be powered by gas
rather than electricity. Therefore, only minimal
electrical service was provided to each home. With
the growth in use of electric appliances, much of
.the Village•s wiring needs to be upgraded. Another
unusual feature of Park Forest housing is the general.
lack of basements. Almost all single-family homes
were built on concrete slabs. The soil conditions
and high water table generally prevent the construction of basements in the Village. Finally, one
feature of Park Forest housing often overlooked is
'the underground wiring. While the individual ser·vice drops are normally above ground, the utiljties
are completely underground in the multi-family areas
;and in street right-of-way and other public land.
Many of the underground wires deteriorated, and some
!were replac~d in the early 1970s. These unusual
!features do not detract from the housing quality;
.however, they do make living in Park Forest some:what unique.
;
Most of the housing in the Village of Park
forest was constructed durin~ the post-war conistruction boom. Almost 90 percent of the homes were
,built before 1958. In 1958 the Village hired its
'first full-time, professional building inspector.
jPrior to 1958, building inspections were conducted by
!part-time or volunteer staff, and inspections were
\·not as complete as those conducted by a full-time
rofessional". While code jnspection by a full-time

l
~

~
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professional inspector cannot guarantee that a home
is sound, contractors are much less likely to cut
Also, concorners when an inspector is present.
struction records for homes built before 1958 are
somewhat incomplete.

r-t
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A Review of Basic Housing Styles and Systems

I

I

'

Park Forest displays a surprising variety in
- housing styles. Although individual n~ighborhoods
tend to have similar homes, individual additions
and remodeling have added to the diversity of the
housing stock. The Village has over 45 basic housing models representing four single-family styles
ranch, cape cod, split-level, and colonial, and
.three multi-family styles-- mid-rise, townhouse
and garden apartments. In addition, the Village
.has approximately 150 custom designed single-family

j
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The following pages provide an outline of the
basic facts concerning Park Forest homes. Each
homeowner should have a copy of the basic house
plans including the Model Number.

.JI

futura
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BASIC PARK FOREST SINGLE-FAMILY HOUSING STYLES
Ranch (small)

Facts:
Construction: masonry/brick veneer
Foundation:
slab
Size:
650 - 1,000 sq. ft.
Bedrooms:
2 - 3
Some have an attached garage

Ranch (large)

Construction: frame, some wjbrick veneer
slab
Foundation:
800 - 1,200 sq. ft.
Size:
Bedrooms:
3
Many have an attached garage

Futura

Construction: frame/brick veneer
Foundation:
slab
Size:
800 - 1,000 sq. ft.
Bedrooms:
3
They often have a carport

..

Cape Cod (small)
(common in Eastgate)

Construction:
Foundation:
Size:
Bedrooms:
Seldom have an

Cape Cod (large)
(common in "W" area)

Construction: frame
Foundation:
slab
Size:
1,000 sq. ft.
Bedrooms:
3 - 5 if finished 2nd floor
Usually have an attached garage

Split Level

Construction: frame/brick veneer
Foundation:
special slab
Size:
1,000 - 1,500 sq. ft.
Bedrooms:
3 - 5
Some have an attached garage

Colonial

Construction: frame/brick veneer
Foundation:
slab, a few basements
Size:
up to 2,200 sq. ft.
Bedrooms:
4 - 5
Some have an attached garage

15

frame
slab
1,300 sq. ft.
A - if finished 2nd floor
attached garage

HOUSING STOCK SPECIFICATIONS
HODEL

HABITABLE
SPACE

511

635 sq. ft.

NUMBER
CONSTRUCTED

TYPE

NUMBER OF
BEDROOMS
-

MAXIHUM NUMBER
OF OCCUPANTS

985

Ra!1Ch
no basment

2

5

Ranch
no basement

2

5

52

641

II

II

511

62

688

II

II

471

Ranch

3

6

114

761

II

II

319

Ranch

3

7

410

671

II

II

284

Ranch

3

6

283

Split Level

3

Split Level

3

10

3

8

110
132

1,085

II

II

245

122

891

II

II

230

129

1,087

II

II

201

Cape Cod

4

11

500

1,034

II

II

196

Split Level

3

10

200

1,171

II

II

190

Split Level

4

11

124

868

"

II

162

Ranch

3

8

400

1,140

II

II

118

Split Level

3

10

50

1,434

"

"

117

Split Level

4

13

85

1,545

II

"

114

Mid Level

4

14

123

903

"

II

. 99

Ranch

3

8

56

1,177

II

II

87

Split Level

3

11

300

1,079

II

II

87

Ranch

4

10

16

MODEL

HABITABLE
'SPACE

NUMBER
CONSTRUCTED

SPEC.

NUMBER OF
BEDROOMS

TYPE

MAXIMUM NUMBER
OF OCCUPANTS

SPEC.

66
955 sq. ft.

65

Ranch

3

9

62.5

925

II

II

52

Ranch

3

8

112

755

II

II

51

Ranch

3

7

65

866

II

II

43

3

8

113

855

II

II

42

3

8

60

1,631

II

II

35

Split Level

4

15

70

1,534

II

II

32

Two Story

4

14

42

1,240

II

II

23

Split Level

4

12

101

676
A&Bl, 492 11

...

21

Split Level

4

6
14

95

1,031

II

II

20

3

10

57

1,234

II

II

20

Ranch
W/Bsmt.
Split Level

3

11

951

PARENTS

Split Level
Ranch

15

3

II

13

2

7

II

13

Ranch

3

7

89

803

II

125

758

II

126

808

II

"

6

Ranch

3

7

700

1,520

II

"

4

Two Story

5

14

107

629

II

"

2

Ranch

2

5

310

1,512'

II

II

2

Ranch

4

14

1000

1,069

II

"

2

Ranch
W/Basrnt.

90

1

10
(~}

3
3
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MODEL

HABITABLE
SPACE

NUMBER
CONSTRUCTED

TYPE

NUMBER OF
BEDROOMS

MAXIMUM NUMBER

OF OCCUPANTS

111

762

II

II

84

Ranch

3

7

40

995

II

"

70

Ranch
no basement

3

9

190

1,330

II

II

69

3

12

Bi-Level
(split level)
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Review of the Basic Systems
Heating and Cooling
Most Park Forest homes are heated by one of
three methods.
1)

\

Radiant heat: This heating method uses hot
water which is heated in a central reservoir
and then pumped through pipes embedded in the
concrete slab. The hot water heats the slab
which, in turn, radiates heat into the room.
This method works well unless a leak develops.
Then it is often necessa.ry to tear up the
floor for repairs. (See figure 2-1 )

2)

Forced air: This is the most popular heating
system in the Village. Every Park Forest
residence is served by natural gas. The gas
is burned to heat air which is then forced via
fans to provide warmth throughout the house.
Forced air works well in Park Forest~ although
it can be a little draftY. The useful life of
a forced air furnace is about 30 years. People
who use this system should remember to clean
the filters often and.not block the cold air
return. (See figure 2-2
)

3)

Baseboard convection: This system is popular
for new additions. Baseboard convection uses
a mini-radiator next to the floor to provide
heat for a room. Air circulation is provided
by the convection or movement of warm air
throughout the room. For this system to work
properly, the heating element should not be
blocked by furniture. (See figure 2-3 )

2-l radiant heat

2-2 forced air
19

,Air Conditioning
Park Forest homes were not designed for central air conditioning. Most air conditioning
units in t}1e Village are 11 tacked 11 on to the existing forced' air system, or are small window units
added to cool individual rooms. These systems do
.work; however, they use lots of energy. The
electrical system must be checked to make sure
it is designed to handle the added load, Often
an open window can be as effective in cooling a
house as an air conditioner, but the cost is far
less.
·
I
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'
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Every home in Park Forest is serviced by water
and sewer. While the Village is responsible for
. the water mains and trunk sewer lines, each pr~perty
·owner is responsible for individual hook-up.

-

.:,

.,

~ ~

Centrally softened water enters the house via
a water line which links each house with the water
main in the street right-of-way. Each house has a
ma~ter water shut-off valve called a buffalo box,
usually located in the front yard. The water
enters the house and is distributed via galvanized
iron water pfpes. (Copper tubing was used only in
the more expensive or recent homes.) In some homes
these pipes have deteriorated. Sometimes these
,pipes leak, and at other times they become clogged
with minerals from the water supply, reducing the
water pressure in some homes.

2-3 baseboard convection

20
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typical water supply
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Waste water leaves the house via the sanitary
sewer line. This line also is the responsibility
of the homeowner. In some neighborhoods, generally
south of Sauk Trail, homeowners share a common
sewer line. Sewer backups are generally the result
of the individual homeowner's actions .. Certain
items, such as tampons or disposable diapers, tend
to clog the sewer. Occasionally, the trunk sewer
owned by the Village becomes clogged, and the
Vfllage uses special equipment to free the blockage. After the waste leaves each individual home,
it is conveyed to the Thorn Creek Basin waste
treatment plant in Chicago Heights where it is
treated and released into Thorn Creek.

typical sewer system

sTACK VENT THRouGH FiooF
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Energy

Syste~s

(Electricity &Natural Gas)

All Park Forest homes are serviced by natural
gas and electricity. The natural gas is distributed throughout the Village via an underground pipe
system in the street_right-of-wa'y. The gas pipe
usually enters the house under the front yard.
Then it is metered and distributed inside the house
to various appliances -- the hot water hecter, stove
and often the furnace. Since natural gas is explosive, and its fumes often poisonous, it is a
good idea to know the location of the shut-off
valve and to make ?ure the burnt gasses are properly
vented.{See figure ~-4 )
-

-

Park Forest was one of the first communities
in the nation to have extensive underground wiring.
Even today all the multi-famiJy areas and over twothirds of the si ngl e-fami ly homes hav.e underground
wiring. Most above ground wiring consists of individual service drops along the rear yard easement
of the single-family homes. Most Park Forest homes
could use additional electrical service, especially
homes containing several major electrical ~ppliances.
Commonwealth Edison provides 220 volt service. The
most common danger surrounding the electrical system is improper use of the fuse box. The fuse box,
usually located in the basement or utility room,
links the home electrical system to the outside.
The fuse box is a safety device that protects the
home from electrical overload. When a fuse blows,
it should never be replaced with a fuse with a
larger voltage. This dangerous practice defeats
the purpose of a fuse and can lead to a serious
fire. (See figure~)
Before digging or trenching in a yard, all residents should check with the Village to avoid damaging underground wires and pipes.

23
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2-4 natural gas supply

2-5 electrical service

24

._

SIDE YARD

9'E'TBACK

CHAPTER III

should be a balance between the need for the
property owner to make a reasonable profit and
the right of the tenant to some minimum standard
of structural soundness and sanitary condition
in the housing that is purchased or rented.

HOUSING & ZONING CODES

To protect the health, safety., and welfare o~
the residents, the Village Board has adopted Hous1ng,
Building and Zoning Codes. A housing code is concerned with day to day housekeeping, It establishes
standards for cleanliness, safety and minor maintenance. Housing codes are most concerned with health
related items.

3.

Zoning codes regulate the U$e of land. They
set standards for the use of land and placement of
buildings. These codes are not to be confused with
building codes, which regulate new construction,
including workmanship and materials. Building codes
are discussed in Chapter VI.
This chapter discusses various housing and
zoning codes and should be helpful to residents.who
wish to inspect their homes for possible code vlolations. There is no mystery to housing and zoning
codes. With a little practice it is easy to spot
problems.

Sometimes property owners allow their properties
to run down to the point where no one can or
wants to live in them. Experience in Park Forest
demonstrates that once a house is vacant and
abandoned, it becomes a target for vandalism and
can be a site of illegal activities. Housing
code enforcement is used to keep houses safe,
lived in, and attractive to prevent threats to
public health and safety.

Housing Codes & How to Inspect Your Own Home.
The Village's housing stock should be maintained
to a high standard. The maintenance of private
property is a matter for community concern for severa 1 reasons:
1.

2.

To Promote Public Health and Safety
.
A housing code can serve an important purpose
in contributing to public health and safety.
Codes requiring indoor toilet and plumbing
facilities to be present and to be kept in good
repair are extremely important to the health of
the entire community. The absence of sanitary
facilities makes housekeeping impossible and
can contribute to disease. Diseases do not
confine themselves to the house where they
originated; they can spread to the rest of the
community.

The Protection of Property Values.
The standards of the housing code protect the
average property owner from unreasonable demands
on the part of his neighbors. By setting uniform standards for maintaining property, housing
codes protect the value of all citizen's investment from loss and promote the well-being of the
community as a whole.
Consumer Protection
Another important reason for adopting and enforcing housing codes 'is re 1a ted to ~onsumer protection. The tenant~has a right to receive value
for the dollar that he pays in rent. There
27

4.

To Maintain the Local Tax Base
Hous1ng codes help to ma1ntain the local tax
base. Housing codes require that all housing
in the community be maintained at an acceptable
level. This standard protects the local tax
base by mandating certain improvements to
blighted property, thereby preserving the market
value of neighboring homes.

5.

To Conserve Our Housing Stock
The conservation or "wise use" of housing stock
is promoted with the use of housing codes. This
conserves resources. In general, it costs less
to rehabilitate a structure than it does to tear
it down and start over again. Unnecessary new
construction wastes our energy resources and

- Windows - It is common sense that broken windows
should be replaced.

unnecessarily drives up the already high cost of
housing.

Yard Maintenance - Unfortunately~ this is one of
the most common prob 1em -areas in the Vi 11 age. Poor,
yard maintenance can affect the appearance of a ·
whole neighborhood. Yard problems include grass
over 12 hig]l, dead ·trees,- and broken or sagging
fences.

What do HousinQ Inspectors Look For?
Many people want to know what a housing inspector looks for when examining a house. There 1s no
mystery to this inspection process. The requirements
are mostly common sense. To help homeowners and
renters in the Village, the Building Department has
developed a~Homeowner's· Checklist which serves as a
quick guide for home maintenance. (See attachment
1
)
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- Garbage Rubbish and Trash - In Park Forest, private
firm~ collect garbage.
Each homeowner is responsible for the disposal of waste in a sanitary
manner.

For those people who want to know exactly what
to look for, this chapter also includes the Housing
Inspection Program Guidelines. The Guidelines are
used by the code enforcement officers in conjunction
with the Home Inspection Checklist. The inspector
reviews the exterior and interior items on the checklist and evaluates them accordi~g to the program
guidelines. Each guideline has as its source the
Park Forest Code. (See Housing Inspection Program
Guidelines attachment
2
)

Zoning Codes
What are zoning codes and how do they apply to
Park Forest homes?
Zoning is a power exercised by the Village of
Park Forest. The Village.divides itself into districts and within each district, governs lot size,
building bulk and placement.
Zoning is important in home maintenance and
improvement be~ause it guarantees the character of
residential areas. Any home additions must c~nform
to the zoning requiremeRts for that district. For
instance, in Park Forest most single-family residences are zoned R-1. The following regulations
apply:

Common Code Violations
The most common housing code violations in the
Village involve minor home maintenance problems.
These code problems do not cost a lot of money to
correct; however, they are far too common. The
common code problems are:

Zone: R-1
·use: single-family dwellings
Height Limit: 2 stories or 30ft., wh1chever is
least
Lot coverage: No buildings on any lot shall exceed
30% of the lot area
Front yards: Shall be at least 15ft.
Side yards: Shall be at least 5 ft.
Rear yards: Shall be at- least 30ft.
Fence height: Shall not be higher t~an 6 ft.

-Gutters and Downspouts- The improper installation
and maintenance of gutters and downspouts can lead
to serious structural damage in walls, ceilings
and floors.
- Vehicle Parking- Parking cars and small recreational vehicles on the lawn areas can lead to
drainage and utility service problems.
- Painting - All exposed wood and metal surfaces
should be sealed and painted. Well painted homes
contribute to an attractive neighborhood and
painting prevents structural deterioration.
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--~~~----

-

Accessory buildings (garages and storage sheds)
Size: shall not exceed 500 sq. ft.
Setback: from othe~ buildings - 6 ft.
from side lot lines - 3 ft.
from rear lot line - 5 ft.
Maximum height - 14 ft.
Most single-family areas in the Village also
have special restrictions which do not permit fences
in the front yard.

.....
/

Multi-family districts have planned development
zoning which is specific to the particular project.
Questions concerning zoning of property should be
directed to the Building Commissioner or Village
Planner, c/o Village Hall, 748-1112.

/rr./.

!(. •• , ••

I

A diagram showi_ng many of these terms is
included for reference at the beginning of the
chapter.
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~OMEOWNER•s

CHECKLIST

ATTACHMENT 1

This checklist is intended as a guide to
determine the work needed in a home. For more information telephone 748-1112, Monday thru Friday.

12.

Adequate and safe heating
out.

facili~ies

through-

13.

Gas hot water heater vented to outside.

1.

Workable electrical outlets with coverplate
and light fixtures in each room.

14.

2.

No e~posed bare electric wires or short circuits, adequate circuits to handle average
household loads.

Walls and floors insulated from heating unit,
with proper spacing from walls, floor, and
roof. Air space or non-flammable material.

15.

Kitchen sink sanitary and properly connected to
hot and cold water.

No temporary wiring running through walls, ceilings, transoms or lying under floor covering
materials.

16.

Kitchen sink drain properly connected to sewer
and in working condition.

4.

Safe passage to ground level from all livable
rooms.

17.

Bathroom with flush toilet and wash basin in
working condition.

5.

Adequate rubbish-garbage storage space in
adequate containers.

18.

Bathtub or shower in bathroom or other room
which affords privacy.

6.

Openable window in each livable room- or
ventilating system.

19.

All plumbing and fixtures in sanitary and working condition.

3.

7. · Openable window or ventilating system in each
bathroom.

8. Screens on outside windows and doors which are
used for ventilation.

9.

Rat screen over crawl space of basement openings.

10.

Stairs, porches, foundation, walls, ceilings,
floors, doors, windows, roof- all structurally sound and in good condition.

11.

Easily cleaned, water proof, hard, smooth
floor surface in bath.
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ATTACHMENT 2
HOUSING INSPECTION PROGRAM
GUIDELINES
(Numbers Correspond to Numbers
on Inspection Checklist)
EXTERIOR ITEMS:
1.

2.

Foundations should be reasonably weathertight,
rodent-proof, insect-proof and should be in
good state of repair. Check for visible cracks,
settling, spalled areas and honeycombs.
Exterior walls should be reasonably weathertight,
watertight, rodent-proof, insect-proof, and be
kept in good state of maintenance and repair.
Brick should be free of cracks, spalling, eroded
or missing mortar joints and missing bricks.
Wood or cement-asbestos shingles or siding
should be free of missing or loose pieces.
Check caulking around windows, doors and sills.

8.

Chimney should be adequately supported, free of
rust and corrosion, Check that chimney cap is
not rusted out or missing.

9.

Gutters and Downspouts - Check for·proper drainage. Walls, ceilings and floors may show water
markings. Check for rust and paint problems.
Antennae should be securely mounted away from
electric power lines and not too close to lot
line. Should have building permit for ones
over 12 feet tall.

11.

Outside stairway should be in sound condition.

12.

Garage and Carports - If not originally constructed with home, resident should have a
building permit. Check for foundation problems,
dry rot, paint peeling, etc.

13.

Room Addition - Check for building permit. All
interior and exterior requirement for private
dwellings apply to this item.

Exterior Doors and Closers - Every exit or
entrance should be equipped with two (2) doors
(one interior door and one storm door). Interior door should be weatherproof. Security
locks must be in working order. Storm door
should be weathertight. Check for doors that
have been added or doors that have been enlarged.
(e.g., patio door)

14.

Awnings - Should be adequately supported and in
good condition. Permit is not needed in singlefamily dwellings. A permit is required, however,
for patio covers that are supported on posts
anchored to ground.

15.

Porch - Check cement.. for major cracks, and that
supports fof overhang are secure.

Mail box, Slot or Chute - If chute or slot - it
should be equipped with a hinged flap or cover
plate to protect interior. Check for broken
hinges. If mailbox is mounted on exterior wall,
is it securely in place? Does it have lid to
protect contents!

16.

Storage Shed - Must be a minimum of six (6) feet
from house, minimum of three j3) feet from side
lot line, and a minimum of five (5) feet from
back lot line but cannot be placed on an easement. Over 40 square feet should have a building permit.

See Above.

4.

Screens and Windows - Check for large cracks and
missing pieces. Panes should be caulked into
position. Check for screens (basement windows
should be screened).

6.

Roof/Dormer: Should be weathertight and watertight. Check for missing, blown up, torn
shingles.

10.

3.

5.

7.
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17.
18.

Fence ~ On a corner lot, a fence cannot be
higher than 30' for 25 feet on each side of lot.
Driveway - No fencing, planting or erection
should be more than 30 11 high for 25 ft. from
·property line along driveway. Check for major
cracks, bulges, etc.

19.

Sidewalks must be of cement.

20.

Stoops~- Are they pulling away from foundation
on porch s 1a b?

21.

Means of Egress- There should be doors that
exit to outside. Windows should be easily
opened so that access to ground level is obtainable.

22.

Address numerals should be clearly visible from
street.

23.

Light Fixtures and Wiring -Should be installed
in conduit and working properly. Check porch
light, electric and gas meters. Wires leading
into house should not be touching trees or
roof top.

24.

Electric/Gas Service - See Above.

25.

Swimming pools above ground should not be over
two (2) feet high or 250 sq. ft. in area.
Owner of below ground pools should request an
annual inspection within ten (10) days of
placing pool in operation.

26.

27.

Recreational vehicles-sheu+G not be parked in
front area for more than 24 hours in a week.
If unit is over 22' x 8' it cannot be stored
on a lot for more than six (6) days a year.
Only one (1) vehicle per unit.
Commercial vehicles over 5,100 pounds cannot
be parked on a regular basis.
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28.

Disaoled Vehicle - Unlawful to store junk vehicles in public view.

29.

Vehicle Parking - Must be parked on improved
surface.

30.

Home Occupation - Major businesses are not allowed in areas that are not commercially zoned
unless it is clearly incidental and subordinate
to its use as a residence. No advertising or
sales of commodities on premises.

31.

Signs- Real estate signs cannot exceed five (5)
square feet. Sold signs must be dated and taken
down in two (2) weeks. Garage/rummage signs can
only be displayed in a window.

32.

Construction on Premises - Must have building
permit.

33.

Pets - No more than three (3) animals per unit
unless licensed before June, 1975.

34.

Grass, Weeds, Bushes - Grass cannot be over 12 11
high.

35.

Dead trees or dying trees are a public nuisance.

36.

Animal Defecation - Organic waste must be disposed of in a clean, sanitary manner.

37.

Garbage must be disposed of in a clean, sanitary manner.

38.

General condition of premises should be clean.

39.

Other

INTERIOR ITEMS:
40.

Attic - Check for excessive weight stored and
frayed wiring. Wiring should be encased in
conduit.

49.

Kitchen floors should be in reasonably good
shape.

50.

Bathrooms - One bathroom should have toilet,
sink, shower or tub. Bathroom must be connected
to water and sewer system. Jt should have a
window or electric ventilation and ceiling light
fixture. It shou.ld also have a safe heating
system.

41.

Floor Slab - Foundation should be weathertight,
rodent-proof, insect-proof, and in good state
of repair.

42.

Windows Cranks~ and Locks - Windows should be
reasona~ly weathertight and in working condition.

51.

Bathroom floors should have surface that is
reasonably impervious to water and be in clean,
sanitary condition.

43.

Doors and Locks - Doors should be reasonably
weathertight and in working condition.

52.

Ceiling Height - Half the floor area of a room
should have ceiling height of 7~1/2 feet.

44.

Means of Egress - Every unit should have two (2)
safe, unobstructed means of egress.

53.

Interior walls, partitions, floors and ceilings
should be in good repair and sanitary.

45.

Accessibility to Rooms- Access to bathroom
from one bedroom should not be through another
bedroom.

54.

Basement, Subgrade Walls - Cannot be classed as
habitable room unless waterproof and have windows.

46.

Excessive Number of Occupants - 2 bedrooms,
living room, dining room is about 800 sq. ft. 150 sq. feet for first occupant - 100 sq. feet
for each occupant thereafter. This would allow
seven (7} people to occupy a unit. No more than
four (4) people can occupy a bedroom. Children
under eleven (11) are considered 1/2 an occu- ·
pant.

55,

Electrical Outlets - Each room should have two (2)
outlets and one (1) light fixture.

56.

Extension Cords - Extension cords should be no
more than six (6) feet and free from frayed insu1at ion.

57.

Closet and Storage - Each bedroom shou1a have a
place to store clothing.

58.

Light and Venti--laH'OTI- All rooms should have one
(1) unobstructed window that is easily opened.

59.

Trash and Garbage - Should have adequate means of
storing trash and disposing of it.

60.

Stairways - Should have a minimum of one (1)
handrail and at 1east 6 •-9 11 of clear headroom.
Stair treads shall be firmly attached and free
from defects.

47.

48.

Walls Removed, Altered - Check if a bearing
wall has been removed. If so, the ceiling
should be reinforced.
Habitable Kitchen - Must have adequate ventilation either by window or electrical system.
Must have sink connected to hot water tank and
sewer system. Must have safe, adequate means
of heating. Must have two (2) electrical outlets, and ceiling· light fixture.
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61.

Protection From Infestation~ Screens on basement windows to protect rodents from entering.
Owner is responsible for extermination of insects, rodents, and pests.

62.

Heating Facility - Dwelling should have a properly installed furnace maintained in safe condition and capable of heating all habitable
rooms to 72 degrees when temperature is 10
be 1o.w zero.

63.

Water Heater - Every kitchen sink, bathtub, and
shower should be connected to both cold and hot
water systems. Hot water heater should be capable of reaching a temperature of not less than
120 degrees.

64.

Plumbing should be in sanitary condition and
free of leaks and connected to hot and cold
water lines and sewer system.

65.

Electrical - All rooms should have two (2)
separate electrical outlets and each outlet
should be in working order. All electric
fixtures should be properly installed and be
connected to power source in a safe manner.
Roof additions over 300 sq. feet shall constitute changing the electric service to 100 amps.

66.
67.

Sump Pump Discharge- Sump pump shall not be
connected to the sanitary sewer, but only to
the stonn sewer.
Fireplace - Check for pe(mit if installed after
home was originally built. Chimney shall extend a minimum of three (3) feet above the adjacent roof and at 'l'east two (2) feet above any
roof ridge within ten (10) feet.

68.

Evidence of home occupation should be incidental and subordinate to the use of the dwelling.

69.

70.

Doorbell should be properly installed and be
· connect€d to power source in a safe manner.
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Genera 1 Conditions - No owner sha 11 occupy or
let any other person occupy any dwelling unless
it is reasonably clean and safe.

VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DWELLING INSPECTION
REPORT
LOCATION: _ ____..._ __
OWNER/AGENT: _

TIME START ED: -------··---·-----

Inspectors: :

PREMISES ON

NAME: ____________________________

21 - - Exterior Walls

INTERIOR ITEM_§.:
40) _ _ Attic Storage, Wirmg, etc.

411-- Floor Slab

3) _ _ Wood Surfaces

42) _ _ Wind6ws/Locks/Cranks

41 _ _ Windows/Screens

"43) _ _ Doors/Locks

5) _ _ Exterior Doors/Closers

441 __ Means of Egress
451 __ Accessibility to Rooms

6) - - Mail Box or Slot
71 __ Roof/Dormer
81-- Chimney. Ducts, Vents
9) - - Gutters/Downspouts
10) - - Antennae

111 - - Outside Stairway
12) - - Garage/Carport
13) --Room Addition

w

TIME FINISHED: - - - - - - - - - - -

· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' - - WERE FOUND IN THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS.

EXTERIOR ITEMS;
1 l - - Foundation
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DATE: ---------- ----------· ·-·-~

·-------·--

46) _ _ Evidence of Excessive No. of Occupsnu

471 __ Walls Removed, Moved, Altered or Added
48) _ _ Habitable Kitchen
49) _ _ Kitchen Aoors
50) _ _ Bath and Toilet Facilities

51 I _ _ Bathroom Floors
621-- Adequate Ceiling Hetght

S3) __ Interior Walls & Ceiling Fmt~h
141 - - Awnings/Patio Covers/Canopies
541.-- Basement/Subgrade Walls
15) --Porch
56) _ _ Electrical Outlets/Cover Plates
161-- Storage Shed
56) _ _ Extenston Cords, Fixtures
171-- Fence
57) _ _ Closets & General Storage
181-- Driveway
581 - - Light and Ventilation
191 - - · Sidewalk
59) _ _ Trash and Garbage Disposal
2QI -~· Stoops
601 __ Ststrways/Hondrsils
2i I ---· Means of Egress
61) _ _ Protection from Infestation
221 - - Address Numerals
62) _ _ Heeting/Air Conditiontng
231 - - liglh Fixtures/Wiring
63) _ _ Domestic Water Heating & SWI~Il';
241.-- El!lctric/Gas Servtce
64) _ _ Plumbrng
25) - - Swimming Pool
651 _ _ Electncal
26) - - Rec. Vehicles/Trailers/Mobile Home/Boat
66) _ _ Sump Pump Discharge
271 --- Commerctat Vehicle Exceeding 5100 lbs. Gross Weight
67) _ _ Fireplace
281 __ Disabled Vehicle
68) _ _ Evtdence of Home Occupattnn
29) - - · Vehicle Parkmg
301 __ Evidence of Home Occupation
69) - - - Doorbell
31} _ _ Signs/Poners
701 __ General Cond!lion of PrcnusPs
711 _ _ Other
32) - - Construction on PremtSII$
331 - - Pets/Licenses
34) · - - Grau/We'eds/Brusn/Bushes
35) _ _ Dead Trees/Overhanging Branches
Good
SYMBOLS:
G
36! _ _ Animal defecation
Fair
F
371 --- . Garbage eontainers
p
Poor (See Below)
38) _ _ General Condition of f>rerntses
39) _ _ Other
N/A == Not Applicable

DEFICIENCIES - The following i1ems were found to be in poor condition and will soon require aaent•on:

-----· ---- ---

--·--·-------·----·-·-------

-------··-··-·-----

--·-- ------------------

------------ ·--------------------------- ---··----------·-----------··---------

CHAPTER IV

Gutters & Downspouts

COMMON HOUSING PROBLEMS

Gutters and downspouts help control water that
falls on a roof by direct1ng. wiiter away froo ·, ·"
the foundation as it reaches the ground. Sometimes
a roofing job will include the installation of
gutters and downspouts. When replacing ttiese items,
the Building Department recommends use of seamless
aluminum gutters of at least 0.032 in gauge for
ease of maintenance and to withstand the weight of
snow. The gutters should be hung on special hangers
spaced ev~ry 3-4 ft. along the edge of the roof.
The downspouts should have extra long extensions to
direct the water away from the foundation, Gutters
and downspouts often cost more than a shingle roof.
It is not uncommon for a Park Forest family to spend
over $1,000 for new gutters and downspouts.

The Village has helped many families upgrade
their homes and correct building deficiencies and
common housing problems. This chapter identifies
the most common housing problems and suggests how
to correct them. Most of the problems identified
are major,. and usually require professional help
to correct.
Interior & Exterior Problems
Roof Replacement
The time to replace a roof is before it leaks.
Roofs on Park Forest homes should be replaced
approximately every 20 years or if the shingles are
brittle, if the edges curl, or if there is evidence
of leaks.
For steeply pitched roofs, 235# or heavier
shingles should be used. The homeowner may wish to
investigate replacing shingles with light colored
shingles because they will reflect the hot summer
sun. The first new roof can be applied directly
over the old roof. However, a second new roof
cannot be applied directly over the original and
first replacement roof because it would be too heavy
for the roof trusses to support. In this case, it
is best to completely strip the two layers of the
old roof and install a new roof. For Park Forest
homes, the cost of a new shingle roof, typically,
ranges between $800- $1,000. It is recommended
that the new roof carry a guarantee.
Some homes in Park Forest have a flat or nearly
flat roof. In this case, shingles are inappropriate
because the wind can drive water under the overlapping shingles. A special 11 hot melt 11 roofing has
been developed for these h.pmes·. It is time to replace a 11 hot melt 11 roof when there is evidence of
blistering, bubbles, cracking or alligatoring (many
small cracks). Unfortunately, 11 hot melt 11 roofs are
expensive (as much as $3,000) and they should be
applied by a professional roofing contractor.
39

Foundations

thousands (2,000 to 3,000) the cost might be as low
as $300 to $400.

The foundation provides a solid base for the
rest of the house. Ideally, the soil beneath the
foundation also should be solid. Unfortunately,
this is not the case in the Chicago region, and
most all Park Forest homes have small cracks in their
foundations.

Heating & Air Conditioning
Most Park Forest homes are heated by a forced \
air heating system. The heart of this system is a
natural gas fired furnace. A good furnace can last
30 years or more if it is properly maintained. The
Building Department recommends that the furnace/air
conditioner be inspected each year by a reputable
service company. The single most important maintenance task is the regular replacement of the air
filters every two months. When a furnace needs
replacement, carefully select a -new energy efficient model with a 20 year warranty. Smaller
Park Forest homes need a 100,000 BTU (input) furnace,
while the largest homes need a 150,000 BTU (input)
·furnace. The cost of a furnace (installed) begins
at around $750. The chapter concerning energy
conservation gives additional tips on efficient
furnace operation.

These cracks have several sources. The original.
developer.of Park Forest chose some soggy housesites. As the land dried out, the foundations
settled and cracks appeared. The construction techniques used by the early builders also created some
problems. The foundation slab was poured on bare
unexcavated earth. As the land beneath the concrete
slab gradually settled and stabilized, the foundation often developed cracks. In fact, in many homes
the foundation slab actually floats up and down on
the underlying soil.
While most Park Foresters need not worry about
minor cracks in their foundations, major cracks
should not be ignored, especially those that go all
the way through the foundation. Major cracks require
that the earth next to the foundation be excavated
and the crack patched. This job is usually done
best by a professional. A professional patching job
normally costs between $500-$600. (cost includes
excavation)

Air conditioning is a pleasant, though expensive,
method of environmental control. Park Forest homes
were not designed for air conditioning. Natural
.ventilation through screened windows was expected
to be sufficient. Most air conditioning system
units were added to the basic furnace after the
furnace was installed. Air conditioners should be
inspected yearly. Air conditioners, generally, need
to be replaced every 10-15 years. As mentioned
earlier, air conditioners are not v.ery efficient,
and they use a lot of electricity. (The electrical
system must be designed for the added electrical
load.)

Other actions can be taken to generally
strengthen the foundation and prevent existing cracks
from getting larger. Since many cracks in the foundation and slab are caused by the shrinking and expansion of clay rich soil, it is wise to keep the
soil around the foundation wet during the summer dry
spells. Sometimes the soil shrinks away from the
foundation leaving a gap between the concrete and
the soil. This gap represents a loss of foundation
support, and the space should be filled with sand.
The best, although most expensive, solution to
foundation problems is to in$tall drain tile completely around the foundation. A great deal of
money can be saved on labor costs if homeowners are
able to dig the trench themselves. Instead of
40

Plumbing

Electricity

Water problems

The original Park f~rest homes were provided
only with minimal electrical service - 60 amp/1?.0
volts. Mo st, but not all, of the homes have upgraded electrical service to 100 amps. The upgraded
system is needed to supply energy for large modern
appliances. Electr i ca l problems are serious , and
professionals should be con su lted even for minor
changes.

Park Forest homes are connected to the Villageowned and operated water utility which supplies
safe, softened and fluoridated water to all residents.
Occas ionally the Village has problems with the production and distribution of water; however, most
water problems can be traced to the individual homeowner. The Village is responsible for providing a
safe and adequate 1·1ater supply to the underground
water main which is usua lly located in the street
right-of-way in front of the house. The homeowner is responsible for the rest of the water
system, except the meter, from the service lateral
connected to the water main to the faucet.

Homeowners can prevent many electrical problems.
The wire that connects the house to the utility pole
is called the service drop. It shou ld be kept free
of branches and the line should not drop over buildings. Many electrical fires are caused by using
improper use of fuses. When a fuse burns out, do
not replace it with a larger numbered fuse. Do
replace it with a fuse of the same size. Using a
larger fuse does not "fix" a blown fuse, it just
increases the chance of an electrical overload.
The improper use of fuses has led some contractors
to install a circuit breaker which cannot easily be
reset for higher electrical loads. Two other safety
hints are: (1) label the electrical service panel
box to make it easier to replace fuses and track
down electrical problems and (2) don't overload
electrical outlets with adapters and extension co rd s.
This practice not only blows fuses, it can cause
fires.

People sometimes call Village Hall because
their water is ''rusty" or has an orange tinge.
This water is still safe to drink and use in
everyday chores, even though it is discolored. The
rusty color is caused by minerals in the water that
were deposited originally on the inside of the water
pipe. A sudden change in water pressure or water
main break causes the minerals to go into suspension. At times, letting the water run a bit will
help clear it. The rusty water problem is only
temporary; clear water should be available in a
few hours when the minerals settle.
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Some Park Foresters experience problems with
water pressure. Water is delivered to each home
at 55 lbs/sq. in. or more. Some homes have less
water pressure because their pipes are clogged
with minerals. The only cure is to replace the
clogged pip~s. Copper. replacement piping is less
likely to beco_me clogged than galvanized iron.
Never turn off the heat in winter. Frozen
pipes can break. When frozen pipes thaw, minerals
irr the pip~ are loosened and will resettle elsewhere in the system, usually in undesirable places.
Water heaters are an important part of the water
system. The life of a water heater is variable, but
usually they can be expected to last many years.
For Park Forest families, the BuHding Commissioner
recommends a 40 gallon energy efficient model with
a temperature and pressure relief valve. New water
heaters cost around $225.
The Building Commissioner also recommends that
residents use water saver fixtures and regularly
check for costly leaks. Residents should take p~e
caut·ion not to cover or destroy the main shut-off
valve (buffalo box) in their front yard.
Sewer

prob~

ems

Almost every house will have a sewer problem at
least once during its lifetime. Generally, the
problem results fr.om a clog or blockage in the pipe
that prevents waste water from leaving the house.
·These blockages are usually caused by flushing bulky
paper items down the toilet. Sometimes tree roots
or pipe collapse also causes sewer backups. While
every house in the Village js connected to the sanitary sewer, many homes~ ~specially those south of ·
Sauk Trail, share service lateral with a neighbor.
In some cases, a homeowner's sewer will back up as
a result Df a neighbor's carelessness.

IIii

"
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Many complaints concerning sewer problems are
received at Village Hall. The homeowner is responsible for the sewer inside the house,as w~ll as from
the house to the sewer main located in the street
right-of-way. Ninety-five percent of the sewer:related calls to the Village can be traced to sewer
problems on private 'lots. Blockages or, equipment
failure may cause a sewer backup. In this case,
special equipment -- a sewer jetter -- must be used
to flush the sewer.

Clogged sewers on a homeo~mer's lot sometimes
can be cured with a snake . The plumber's snake is
a long metal wire w~ich can be forced down a drain
and into the home sewer system. The snakes , which
can be rented at a tool supply store, are sized for
different pipes. Failing to use the correct size
snake, ?r using the snake improperly can damage the
sewer p1pe.

same ti nt as the final coat should be applied.
Pa in ting can be done easily by the homeowner; however
~he_exte:i~r of a home should ngt be painted when
'
1t 1s ra1n1ng or co lder t han 50 F. A painting
con t rac tor can usually paint a Park Forest home for
between $600- $1 ,000 .
The bui lding department recommends aluminum
sid i ng in lieu of pa inting for those residents who
can afford it. Aluminum siding is virtually maintenance free, and it protect~ the wood siding underneath . Aluminum si ding also makes a frame home more
energy efficient. A good aluminum siding job should
las t up to 20 years. Some architects maintain that
a light colored siding maintains its color better
than darker colors. Aluminum siding costs ($4,000
to $8,000) depending on the size of the house.

Clogged se~rers can be prevented, if res i den t s
are careful about what they put in the sewer. In
addition to raper products , the building department
has found that paint often is responsible for sewer
clogs. Pouring hot \'later down the drains each 11eek
can h~l p prEvent sel'ler blockage. This al so can
prevent sewer gas from entering the home through a
dried out sewer trap.

Yard Problems

Other sewer problems should be inspected by a
qualified plumber. Plumbers generally are needed to
fi x a broken sewer lateral (the pipe that goes from
the house to the sewer ma.in), or for additional
plumbing fixtures. Each homeowner should consider
seriously installing a sewer clean-out pipe in the
service lateral just before it enters the house.

Many of the problems encountered by the building
department and by Vil lage residents center on the
yards of single-famil y homes. Yard problems are
common, yet they are are easily corrected.
Trees

Painting &Siding

Trees generally enhance the value of a home;
however , they sometimes create problems for the
homeowner . Certain tree varieties, such as silver
•:1c1ple or lombardy poplar, have a short (15- 20 year)
life span . Dead trees, such as the victims of Dutch
elm di sease, w.ust be removed because they threaten
surrounding property .

Painting and/or siding problems are a continui ng
concern for Park Forest homeowners. Pai nt is used
to protect wood and metal surfaces from the weather;
and all exposed surfaces should be painted. Painting problems can be easily identified by chipping
and peeling.

The homeowner shoul d be careful not t o plant
trees too close to the foundation. The root system
of a tree is as large as the leafy cro\'m, and future
branches can encrocch on ~he house . Care shoul d be
ta ken to trim l ow tree branches or branches that
interfere wi t h wires that lead into the house. Some
t r ees, especially willows , have water seeking roots
tha t often seek ~tater in sewel~s ca4sing sewer
problems. The Village Recreation & Parks Oepart;rent can recorrmend landscaping. It also will r emove
oversi ze shrubs and repla nt them in the parks.

Residents of the older (pre 1952) Park Forest
homes should be aware that the walls may originally
have been painted with lead based paint. l ead
based paint is poisonous, and chips have been known
to harm small children. This paint was taken off
the market in the early 1950s .
Most Park Forest homes should be pai nt ed eve ry
2 - 5 years depending on the exposure of the structure. Wood surfaces should be scraped and sanded
before painting. Where necessary, a pri me of the
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Drainage
All the residential areas in the Vill~ge of Park
Forest originally were eng'ineered to provide for
efficient drainage of rai_n water away .from homes.
Most homes have a ten foot·drainage easement along
the rear lot line to facilitate water runoff away
from the house. As. originally constructed, no water
should drain into a house o~ pond in the back yard.

f

Most drainage problems result from changes in
the originally planned drairiage patterns. The
engineered drainage pattern can be disturbed by
sodding, regrading the lot, the erection of fences~
landscaping, and even- gardens. These changes to the
yard may seem minor; however, they can seriously
change the subdivision's drainage pattern.
Correcting drainage problems requires the
cooperation of many neighbors. The Village has
little authority over the drainage easements in the
rear and side yards. Continued drainage requires
.the continuing cooperation of neighbors. Of course,
,litigation is the last resort.
Some individual drainage problems may be cor:rected by clearing the drai~age.easement or by pro.viding pbsitive 9rainage away from the house. Positive drainage can be most often provided by regrad·ing the lot so the ground falls away from the house.
Sometimes drainage kile can be used to control water
runoff. These imptovements must be installed carefully to avoid harming adjacent property.
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Other Common Yard Problems
Grass
Grass growing taller than 12 inches is one of
the most comnnn yard problems in Park Forest. Few
items detract from a home as much as a lawn that
needs mowing. Furthermore, high grass i~ a fire
hazard and can prevent the efficient drainage of
stormwater away from a home site. Tall grass must
be cut. If the homeowner is unwilling to mow grass,
the Village has the legal power to cut it and place
a lien on the property to recover the cost of cutting.

Pavement/Sidewalk Problems

Refuse

Each homeowner is responsible for the maintenance of the pavement and walkways on the property.
While the homeowner is not responsible for the sidewalk in front of the house, the driveway apron between the street and the property line is theresponsibility of the homeowner .. Even if a contractor totally replaces a cracked driveway with either
asphalt or concrete, the surface cannot be guaranteed because the curing of the surface is dependent
on weather conditions, which are out of the control of the contractor. Some homeowners have added
little ramps over the street curbs at the driveway
ientrance. These ramps should be avoided as they
present both traffic and drainage problems to other
!,residents.

One of the basic principles of public health is
to deny genm-carrying animals a chance to spread
disease. All refuse should be stored in a sanitary,
.sealed container. Plastic garbage bags are appropriate only for temporary storage inside the home.
Outside the house, plastic bags are not satisfactory
"for storage because they can be easily torn apart by
animals. Village residents may use plastic garbage
bags for refuse pick-up the day of collection. The
Village does not pick up refuse. All residents must
contract with--a--private contractor for refuse pick-up
service.
Problems With Outdoor Improvements

'

I

lt

Fences

On single-family lots some people erect small
l(less than 40 sq. ft.) storage sheds. Thsse sheds
usually are treated as "accessory buildings .. under
the zoning ordinance (see "Zoning"). A building
permit is not required for the small sheds; however,
·the Building Commissioner suggests they be placed
on a concrete slab. The standard metal garden shed
is actu~lly fragile. After a few years' use, metal
sheds tend to rust, lose form, sag and rumple.
All structures, (including storage sheds), over
40 sq. ft. require a building permit.
f

One of the most common outdoor problems reported
to the Village concerns fences. Every homeowner
should have a copy of the plat of survey which shows
the exact location of all the property lines and
easements, and fence~ ~ust be built 9n or within
these lines. Please note tnat fences constructed
'over easements are built at . ...the owner's risk, and
most subdivisions in the Village have a covenant
forbidding fences in the front yard. Continuing
fence maintenance is another
of f~nce ownership.
....
. part
"
~~

~

Outdoor Stora~e Sheds

~
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CHAPTER V

ENERGY CONSERVATION
available. Many materials ·are easily handled by the
do-it-yourselfers while others must be installed
by professionals using special equipment.. There
are four basic types of insulation available:

Homeowners can make a wise investment by
improving the energy efficiency of their home. By
adding insulation, caulking joints, weatherstripping
doors and windows, etc., the typical Park Forester
can reap energy savings.

1)

Reduced energy consumption results in lower
utility bills. The homeowner who makes his home
energy efficient will not suffer from the effects
of raised utility rates as much as the homeowner
who hasn't made these modifications. Another benefit of energy improvements is the tax credit the
homeowner can claim for energy-saving activities.
Up to 15% or $300 of the cost of insulation and
other specified modifications can be deducted from
Federal incomes taxes.
Finally, the homeowner should get a return on
his investment when he sells his house. Although
this has not always been true, buyers are beginning
to demand energy efficient homes. Already real
estate prices have started to reflect this trend and
as energy grows more scarce, the demand for efficient houses is likely to increase.

Loose Fills- glass fiber, mineral wool,
cellulose and vermiculite--are commonly
used in attics and in the walls of existing buildings. A machine that fluffs and
blows the insulation is used to fill walls
and the space between the joists of an
attic floor. In others, the material can
be poured by hand between the joists or
roof trusses. Glass fiber, mineral wool
and vermiculite are naturally fire resistant. The cellulose fiber materials are
treated to be fire and moisture resistant.
There is some concern about the permanency
of this treatment and about the corrosive
effects the treatment may have on metal
materials, such as electrical boxes and
the metal plates on roof trusses. The
treatment process used and certification
should be clearly marked on the insulation
package.
Under laboratory conditions, cellulose
fiber is a more effective insulator. (It
has a higher R-value than glass fiber or
mineral wool.) Vermiculite is less effective, but is useful for filling concrete
blocks, masonry cavity walls and small,
tight spaces that are not easil~ accessible.

Insulation
Buildings gain heat in the sunmer and _lose
heat in the winter. This gain/loss cycle can be
controlled with insulation and reduce energy
consumption by as much as 30%. Insulation provides
warmer walls and ceilings as well as greater comfort at lower temperatures during the winter months.
It also reduces the load on air conditioning systems
during the summer.

2)

Good insulators are light weight, dry, resistant to moisture and fire retardent. Insulation must
also contain numerous ai~ pockets to trap and reduce
the passage of heat.
There is no be~t insulation. That depends on
what has to be insulated and how much money is
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Batts and Blankets - mineral wool and glass
fiber -- are made to fit exactly between
studs and joists spaced either 16 or 24
inches apart. They are available either
unfaced or with an attached vapor-retardant facing and in a variety of thicknesses
from 2 to 12 inches. In new construction
the batts or blankets are installed before
the walT or ceiling finish is applied.
When installed over existing insulation in

attics, unfaced materials always should be
used.
3)

co
(V)
0::

Rigid Boards - polystyrene (beadboard and
extruded), urethane and polyisocyanurate -are used to insulate masonry walls (such as
those found in basements and crawl spaces)
and the edges of concrete floor slabs.
Rigid glass fiber boards are frequently
used under built-up roofs, on wood plank
·roofs and in other locations when attic
insulation cannot be used. Beadboard,
urethane, polyisocyanurate and glass fiber
need a separate vapor retardant .. Extruded
polystyrene itself resists the passage of
vapor and therefore a separate vapor retardant is not needed. When used in occupied spaces, the polystyrenes and urethanes
must be covered with gypsum board at least
1/2 inch thick to provide fire protection.
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Foams or Sprayed-in-place Insulation - urethane is normally install€d in walls by
contractors using special equipment.
Sprayed urethane is combustible and
should always be covered by gypsum board
at least l/2 inch thick for fire protection. It may also shrink as it cures in
the walls, resulting in void spaces.
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Insulating materials are rated by 1 'R-Values, 11
which represents a material's resistance to heat
flow. The higher the R-Value the greater the
resistance. For instance, 6 inches of fiberglass
(a good insulator) has an R-Value of 19, while a
single pane glass window or a 6-inch concrete
block have an R-Value of between 1 and 3.
When purchasing insulation, be sure to go by
the R-Value rather than thickness. The R-Value
gives a clearer picture of how well the materials
insulate.
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Where to add insulation
Attic
The first thing that the homeowner should do
to upgrade the energy efficiency of his house is
adding insulation to the attic. The attic represents the largest single surface area of the home.
Since hot air rises and is lost through the roof,
adding insulation reduces heat loss and keeps more
warm air inside the house. The amount of insulation that should be added depends upon the type and
amount of existing insulation and the "R-Value" of
the insulation that will be ftdded.
Attic Condition

Recommended Insulation

Open
unfinished
unfl oared
unheated

Batts, blankets or loose fill
can be placed between ceiling joists. Loose fill can
be added on top of batts or
blankets.

Truss roof
structure
unfinished ·
unfl oared
unheated

Blown-in loose fill is best.
Batts or blankets can be
used but are difficult to
install.
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Same as cathedral ceiling.
.
.·

Flat roof

\

A Reminder: Regardless of the type of attic or the
type of insulation used, be sure to keep eave vents
free of insulation and never cover electrical boxes
or recessed ceiling fixtures with insulation.

S3

Insulating

\~alls

All housing units _built in Park Forest before
1953, both single-family and the townhouses~ are
constructed without insulation. According to the
building plans, one inch of "insulated" sheathing
was used to enclose these homes. The sheathing
used during the early construction is, for all
practical purposes, pressed cardboard. The sheathing is attached to the exterior wall and it is
covered by siding. This exterior combination plus
the air space between it and the interior wall
surface is the only wall insulation in these
early homes.
Those homes built after 1953 are insulated.
Wall insulation is a required part of new construction in Park Forest. However, due to a general lack
of knowledge of insulating practices and the sometimes relaxed enforcement of the building code,
many of the houses built during the mid to late
'50s do not meet today's standards.
The homeowner can check for insulated walls.
First, remove the plate cover from an electrical
outlet on an exterior wall and then probe with a
flashlight or a non-metalic probe. (Be sure to
turn off the electricity.)
Installing insulation in existing walls is a
rather difficult process. The insulation must be
blown in through holes cut in the wall between the
studs: These may be inside or .outside depending
on the type of construction. Care must be taken to
assure the insulation falls below electrical conduits, switch boxes and cross bracing. It is
recommended that a contractor be hired to do this
job. '

typical
wall insulation
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Caulking &Weatherstripping
Once the homeowner has adequately insulated
his house, he should then control air movements.
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The first step in controlling air movements is
to seal any gaps between doors or windows and
their frames. These gaps allow heated or cooled
air to escape into the surrounding environment. In
fact, they are one of the largest sources of wasted
energy in Park Forest. These gaps cost the homeowner money. Fortunately, weatherstripping can keep
heated (or cooled) air inside and save money.
Weatherstripping doors and windows can reduce heating and cooling bills by as much as 30%.

·o :::~
- c.

,::
cII)

a_ ::I
0 0
-.C

0

.c-

-:;;

s

I

I

o:Q

c
0
0

:;:::

I

II)

(I)

-~
o-C/1

I
!'

...

... 0
0 0

There are several wqys to check weatherstripping. The easiest is to feel for cold drafts around
doors and windows on a windy day, If a draft is
present, weatherstrip. Another test for leaks is
to go outside with a hand-held hair dryer and have
a helper follow the dryer around with his hands from
the inside.
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The following charts are a guide to the types
of weatherstripping that are available and their
applications.
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WEATHERSTRIPPING WINDOWS
1---------r---·---------t'--------+----~------·----------

iypa

Durability

Spring Metal

Very durable

CosI

lnstoJiatJon

About $4$4.50 per
window

Somewhat difficult to InstalL For doubl&
hung windows, nol(ln the sld& chohnets,
to the top ot lhe upper sash, to the bottom
ofthe lower sosh,ondwhe:"efhe sash meet.
Awning and casement wtndoW1 ore
freafed like doors. Sliding windows con b€1
considered fike double-hung windows
on their sides.. .

~--------------~--~~~----------~·--~--------·--+---------------------------------

Adhesive Backoo
Foam

Not as durable as
others. May fall ort
offer a year or two.

About $2 per
window

Easiest to Install. Just peel away backing
and slick to clean, dry surfaces. Use only
In place!; where there Is no friction. On a
double-hung window, use on theunderside of the boHorn so:;.h_

Felt

May deteriorate. Don't
use oulsidB.

About $1.19
per window

Easy to-rnstoll. Tack to Inside of window
stop, frame or sash. On double-hung
window lack o slrlp whe:e upp-er and lower
~ash maot. Us,:) tor sealing gaps thot ore
narrC?W and or vnlform wldih.

I

_

.

--· ....__-----;:------------t-"--'--'---·---t='---""-------Durabl9
Tubular Gaska! and
$2- $3.50
Eo~y ro huron. On double flung wfndows,
~

Vinyl Tubing (wllh
or without molal
bock.)
U1

0'\

Durable

About $4
per window

·noll ll1a lip or 9''skat or fubfng to lhi} side:;
or the window tram e. to the top and bol1omj
C>f th8' sash ond ot the po!n1 whew the twoj
!-ash meet.

Caulking also controls air movements. Remember to caulk small cracks where two sides or surfaces meet and wherever different types of·building materials meet.
There are ·many small cracks in the average
home. If added, the space would be equivalent to
a 1 square foot hole in the wall. These cracks
and gaps not only \"aste energy, but they also lead
to other more serious maintenance problems, These
cracks allow moisture to enter the home which can
cause rot and promote mold and mildew. Also, these
cracks serve as entrywqys for insects and other
pests.
Caulk comes in several forms. The most pop~
ular, due to its ease of application, is the cartridge. The cartridge is. des:fgned to be applied with
a caulking gun. Caulk also comes in squeezable
tubes as well as in cans for application with a
putty knife.' Rope caulk is available which is
pre-formed strands of caulk packaged in a roll.
The most economical way to buy caulk is in bulk.
Unfortunately, since the shelf life of most caulk
is usually no more than one year, buying in bulk
is only economical for industrial users.
The
homeowner should only buy caulk he expects to use
in the immediate future.
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Storm Windows &Doors
1. Storm windows. Storm windows save energy.
Windows represent 12 to 15 percent of the wall
space·of the average house; however, they are
responsible for 30 to 50 percent of the home's
total energy loss. Some energy loss occurs around
the frame but most loss occurs by conduction and
radiation through the glass.

I

,

I

Ada1ng a second (or in some cases, third) layer
of glass, can cut heat losses by about 50%.
Furthermore, storm windows save energy by creating
a dead air space that acts as an insulator.

J

In addition to energy savings, storm windows
make a house more comfortable by helping to maintain a more uniform temperature. When properly
installed, storm windows also reduce sweating on
the inside of the windows. This reduces the frequency that window sashes, trim, and surrounding
walls must be repainted. Storm windows also are
helpful in reducing outside noise, dust, pollen,
and pollutants.

I

I /

..

Excessive heat gair is often a problem in summen
Storm windows help moderate temperatures. Reflectiv~
films are available that can be applied to windows ~
that reflect up to 80% of the su~light heating the ·
house. Heavy draperies and insulated shutters also
block out a large portion of summer heat.

Storm windows come in a variety of styles and
price ranges. They can be as simple as a sheet of
plastic attached to the window frame, or they can
be single sheets of glass in wood frames. More
expensive combination storm windows and insect
screens are available. Unfortunately, for Park
Forest homeowners, many casement windows are an
unusual size and require custom made storm windows. A number of improvements are available to
make windows energy efficient. Conduction losses
can be reduced with the addition of a third storm
window mounted on the inside of the window frame.

2. Storm doors. Doors typ.ically make up 3 to 5 per-!
·cent of the exterior wall space. They can be made :
·more energy efficient with the installation of stormJ
doors. Storm doors should be installed for the same
reason as storm windows.
:

Storm doors may have wood or metal frames with
screens to replace the glass during the summer.
Combination storm and screen doors allow the home- l
owner to s\'litch from summer to winter without remov- j
ing the screen or glass. State law requires safety l
glass or plastic in storm doors to 'prevent injuries.1

The interior storm window is effective when
used on the casement windows that are common in
Park Forest. They can be made quickly and cheaply
by mounting sheet acrylic plastic on furring strips.
This is a great ·energy saving do-it-yourself-project. Heavy draperies and insulated shutters also
will help conserve energy.
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Heating & Air Conditioning

Finally, establish heating zones for the ho use
that can be closed off and left unheated when un1occupied: Heat to the bedrooms can be shut off during the day and heat to the living 3nd dining areas
can be shut off at night.

There are a number of simple improvements that
the homeowner car make to the heating system to cut
energy costs and consumption.
The easiest approach to save energy is to use
les s. Turn down the thermostat. If winter thermostat settings are kept at 65°F during the day and
55°F at night , a reduct ion of about 15% in fue 1. consumption can be expected. This temperature control
can be done manual ly or automat ica ll y by a clock
thermostat .

These same general princip les apply to air
conditioning as well. The homeowner can save on
his summer electric bills by keeping the A/C unit
in good working order, changing or cleaning air
filters as necessary, and insulating ductwork .
The greatest savings can be made by wise use of the
air conditioner. For the most energy- efficient use,
air conditioning should be used only when it is
absolutely necessary. The thermostat should be set
no lower than 78°F. There are additional ways to
keep the house cool without using additional energy.

The homeowner should also keep the furnace in
top working order . The fur nace should be serviced
every year i n t he late summer or early fall . Clean
or replace t he filters of forced air units at least
once a month duri ng the heating season. These
activities may seem obvious but many people overlook
them, Insulate ai r ducts that run through unheated
areas of the house (crawl spaces, etc.) and check
11 exposed ducts for leaks. Also, remember to
~eep obstructions away from any heat registers that
might cut off warm air circulation.

Keep the air circulating . The best way is to
open the windows. Cross-ventilation was a frequently advertised selling point when Park Forest
was new, so it is rare to find a house in town that
doesn't pick up some breezes.
If the wind isn't enough, use fans. They cost
much less to run than air conditioning and can be
ve ry effective. Window fans should be placed on
the hot south and west sides of the house, facing
out, to draw in cool air from the north and east .

There are two energy saving devices that homeowners should seriously consider installing on their
furnace . The first is an electronic ignition system which replaces the gas burning pilot light.
The second is a flue damper. This gadget closes the
flue when the furnace is off, preventing the hot air
still inside from escaping up the chimney . Both
devices can be dangerous and should only be installed by a qualified professional.
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· Attic fans dissipate heat that rises to the attic
.and they also are very ~ffective in helping to cooloff the house. Exhaust fans in the kitchen and
bathrooms also help. In addition, most thermostats
.have a manual control switch for the blower in the
furnace that will allow air to circulate without
turning on the compressor.
If the problem. is too much humidity, a dehumidifier can make a house comfortable without
lowering the temperature. The dehumidifier uses
1
!less electricity than an air conditioning system.
I

B}g reductions in energy consumption can be
made by efficiently heating water. Over 14% of the
:energy used in the home is spent heating water and
·there are several actions that the homeowner can
do to cut costs and consumption:
- Turn down the thermostat on the hot water
heater. By reducing the temperature to 120°F
(140° if you have an automatic dishwasher),
up to 18% of the energy used at its previous
setting cah be.saved.
Keep the hot water heater in good repair and
drain a pail of water from it once a month.
This will remove sediments and mineral deposits that reduc~ heating efficiency and
also increases the unit's life.
- Repair leaky faucets. All that water dripping down the drain is money dripping out
or the bank.
Add insulation to the hot water heater. This
should save $8 to $20 a year in energy costs.
Kits are available at most large hardware
and department stores.
Insulate hot water pipes. .
When purchasing a new hot water heater,
choose one with thick tank insulation and a
high heating efficiency. The initial cost
may be more~ but in the long run the homeowner wi 11 save money.

Energy Efficient Landscaping
The use of trees, shrubs, and vines can add
significantly to the energy efficiency of dwellings.
The average temperature differential.between a wooded
area and a non-wooded area is 10°F. In summer the·
shade of trees will make the area cooler and in winter, evergreens will make the area warmer. Trees
are the best natural cooling systems available.
The evaporated moisture from leaves creates cool
area·s under the tree •s branches. It is important to
have trees shade structures with solar collector
systems in the summertime to prevent overheating.
These trees must be deciduous and lose their leaves
·in the fall to permit adequate sunlight to reach
the collectors in the heating season. Various
.t~pes of ash are well-suited for this purpose.
V1nes can be grown on structures to reduce heat
g~ins and help in cooling.
Shrubs, when placed
;w1th an understanding of prevailing summer breezes
ican direct these breezes into structures.

Solar Heating

In winter, evergreen trees and shrubs that
give dense growth, can be planted so that the wind's
veolcity and direction are lowered. Shrubs also
deflect the wind away from stl~uctures. The net
effect of these plantings is to cut down on infiltration of cold air into the ·structure and thereby
lower heating demand. For windbreaks, the maximum
distance of the trees from the house should not be
more than five times the building height. For a
one story house an 8' high windbreak should be 30'
from the building.

Solar heating should be explored by homeowners
who are serious about energy conservation. Solar
units can help to heat a room, or an entire house
In the southwest solar units also heat water for.
domestic use.
·
There are two types of solar heating systems -and active. Passive systems are generally
very s1mple. They use the ~ntire building as a
collector and heat storage unit. Sunlight enters the
building through specially designed windows and heats
the interior of the structure. When the house cools
the interior releases its stored heat to maintain a '
comfortable temperature.
passiv~

passive solar
heating system

'\... th.e:t:mal
mass

Acti·ve systems are more complex because they
employ mechanical means to transfer heat from the
collectors to the storage area. Once in the storage
ar.ea,. the heat is transferred to the rest of the
house by a heat exchanger. (see figure
)
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For information concerning energy conservation there are a number of places one can go for
help.
·There are a number o( books on energy conservation in the Park Forest Public Library (see the
bibliography in Chapter 8).
·
Governors State University is another good
place for help. The university publishes "Outlook''
magazine, which deals with energy conservation .•
solar power, and other environmental concerns,
The National Center for Appropriate Technology
maintains a regional office at GSU and is a good
place to go for information on wind generators,
biomass production and other energy conserving
devices.
The Illinois Institute of Natural Resources
(325 W. Adams, Springfield, IL 62706, 217-785-2800)
also has people who deal exclusively with energy
conservation.

active solar heating system ·
When properly designed~ solar heating systems can
provide over 75% of the typical home's winter heat
~equirements.
However, there some limitations which
the homeowner should keep in mind before building a
solar heating system. First, a good southern exposure is an absolute must. For optimum performance,
the csllectors must be aligned within a narrow arc
:of 20 ·on either side of due south. When placed at
a greater angle away from due south the system is
not reliable.
The collector areas should receive adequate
shading during the summer months to prevent overheating. Remember to provide a back-up source of
heat for those cloudy days when the solar system
is not operating at peak efficiency. Final~y, if a
solar system is added to an existing house, the.
structure must be made as energy efficient as
possible. Th·e secret to truly effective solar
heating is not how much heat is collected, but rather
·how well the hear-is managed once it has been col,lect~ Most add-on systems will not work as well
as a system which was designed as an integral part of
,the house.
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CHAPTER VI

Room Additions

HOME IMPROVE!1EiHS

Room additions are quite common in Park Forest.
Many of the original homes were small and a room
addition provides that extra bedroom, family room or
den that is needed. Additions to single-family homes
may not exceed thirty (30) percent of the area of
any lot. Some residents have decided to build up
and add a second story-rather than cover more of
their lot. Room additions require a building permit.
A standard one-story room addition costs at least
$5,000. The full second story addition can cost as
much as $20,000.

Common Home Improvements
Many Park Forest residents are pleased with
their neighborhood and con~unity, but their home is
too small or they would like special features that
are common on newer homes.
Home improvements can make a difference and
positively affect the value and condition of a home.
They add to a household's comfort and convenience.
l~oreover, improvements enhance the appearance of
the neighborhood and community.

Homeowners often convert an attached garage or
carport into an extra bedroom. Although this relatively low cost addition makes use of a structure
that already exists, there are some problems. When
a garage is enclosed, special modifications to the
heating system and insulation are required. The
homewoner also loses an enclosed parking space and
he is forced to park the second car on the street.

A carefully thought-out rehabilitation improvement plan will make a home safe, sound and comfortable. Always analyze the end results of an improvement program before spending money on the project.
Before beginning a home improvement be sure to
check the plat of survey. A plat of survey is ·a map
showing the location, boundaries, and ownership of
each lot in the Village. Each homeowner should have
a copy of the plat of survey. It is important that
all the improvements a homeowner makes are actually
on his property.

The enclosure of a carport presents additional
problems. Carport foundations are not designed to
hold an enclosed heated structure. When a homeowner
is enclosing a carport it is not enough to just fill
in the space. Often the foundation and heating systems must be 11 beefed 11 up to adequately serve the
added space. Homeowners should be aware that filling
in a carport will block vehicle access to the rear
yard, so once the carport is filled in a garage
cannot be added at a later date. Garage and carport
conversions also require a building permit.

The Building Commissioner recommends that
before making an addition or building an acce~sory
structure the owner should draw it out on the plat
of survey. If the plat is lost, the Village staff
can provide the approximate dimensions of the lot.
Of course, for more accuracy, a registered land
surveyor will re-survey the lot and stake it. By
state 1aw all surveys must ~contain certain information and conform to established levels of accuracy.
Figure 6-1
is a copy of a plat of survey
for a typical Park Fo~est lot.
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FIGURE 6-1

PLAT OF SURVEY FOR 44 APACHE STREET
PARK FOREST, ILLINOIS

iL
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, Popular Improvements
Other popular improvements that require butlding
permits are fireplaces and central air conditioners.
Many single-family homeowners add these improvements,
however-, they should be aware of two drawbacks.
First, these improvements are very ~nergy intensive.
Special provisions should be taken to assure that
. the fireplace is energy efficient. Families
desiring air conditioning should investigate heat
pumps because of their htgh efficiency and relatively low operating costs. (See Chapter 2)
Recommended Improvements
Many recommended home improvements do not
require a building permit. Most of these improvements could be called 11 remode1ing. 11 You may wish
to upgrade your electrical wiring to modern standards (Se~ Chapter 2). Changing window frames will
help you stay more comfortable in winter and save
energy year round. Many Park Foresters have had
their bathrooms and kitchens redone. Almost any,one can paint and decorate at a relatively low cost.

-

... -

----~-

typical garage conversion

possible second
story add
. I•t•1ons

.::::--... :..-- -~- __ .~---
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Typical Park Forest lot.
House Model #52A
1ot coverage approx. 14%
Additional buildable area:
Note:

16%

Minimum yard areas (shaded areas)
must not be infringed upon.
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Landscaping
r~ost

Park Forest homes were landscaped by the
original owner a number of years ago. One of the advantages of buytng a home as its second or third
owner is that the lawn, trees and shrubs are established. This, however, does not mean that the new
owner need not be concerned with landscaping and
lawn care. In all probability, the new owner has
purchased some landscaping problems or mistakes
along with the house.
Most Park Forest homes have a green strip or
parkway between the street curb and the public sidewalk. This strip of lawn belongs to the Village
rather than the homeowner. The homeowner normally
plans and maintains this strip as part of the yard.
Necessary maintenance includes its mowing, edging,
fertilizing, and re-seeding when necessary. It is
also advisable to plant some good varieties of trees
in the parkway. Village ordinance controls the type
of plantings which are permitted in the parkways.
The following species of trees are not permitted for
planting on any public parkway: box elder, poplar,
silver maple, and willow. Other trees which are not
suitable for planting on typical residential parkways include upright junipers, spruce, pine, flowering crabs, or other similar types of low growing,
horizontal-shaped plant materials. Periodically,
the Village of Park Forest. will share with property
owners the cost of planting trees on public parkways
throughout the Village. All trees are purchased and
planted in place by the Village. Before planting
anything in the parkway, the homeowner should contact
the Director of Recreatiun and Parks at the Village
Hall (748-1112) and discuss plans with him.

HAWTHORN

A good lawn is composed entirely of a variety of
good grasses. If not properly cared for, any lawn
will give growth to wild grasses and weeds. The most
famtliar weed is the dandelion, but don•t overlook
other weeds -- sorrel, crab grass, knotweed and other
broadleaf weeds.

MAPLE
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pavement, Labor saving devices are used to perform
maintenance tasks quickly and efficiently. Finally,
in learning now to be flexible, the homeowner can
use different plantings, a sma11 site, pavement and
other techniques to save time and energy.

Most shrubbery tn Park Forest ~as planted when
the homes were new. Some early residents took the
advtce of landscapers while others planted haphazardly. These plants survived, yet may need
added care and rejuvenation. Some trees and shrubs
are over grown whll e others are withering due to
old age or improper care. Many homeowners have replaced the old plantings with new shrubbery which
is more in keeping wtth the scale of their bouse.
Trees and shrubs that must be removed for a home
improvement can be relocated on the same lot or
donated to a Village park.

1.

Plant diseases alter or prevent tne normal
growth of a plant. Plant diseases are caused by
fungus, bacteria, viruses, etc., which live at the
expense of the plant,host, or they are the result
of insects, environmental conditions or man.
Plant disease can be prevented. Proper selection,
common sense and keeping trees and shrubs healthy
and protected from needless mechanical injury, wilJ
minimize the need for more involved disease treatment. A regular program of watering, feeding and
removal of dead wood will allow most trees and
shrubs to resist such diseases.
Detecting signs of insects and their damage to
landscape plants before it becomes serious requires
a close examination of plants at least weekly during
the growing season. An elementary knowledge of
insects and how they reproduce and grow will also
be helpful in watching for certain related problems.
The Recreation and Parks Department has suggestions for landscaping that requires minimum
maintenance. Minimum maintenance landscaping .
requires planning with a special concern for maintenance. It uses knowledge of low maintenance
techniques such as mulching and use of edgers.
Minimum maintenance requires that the homeowner
choose plants wisely. Local native, hardy plants
usually require little care. The gardner strives
for a balance betwee~high maintenance floral
displays and low maintenance ground covers or
71

The minimum maintenance landscaping rules are:
•
AVOID SHARP CORNERS- Informal lines and gentle
curves make for easier mowing. Sharp corners
result in 11 push and pull 11 mowing and hand trimming in hard to get at places. Sweeping curves
also add to the overall design.

2.

KEEP PAVED AREAS FLUSH WITH LAWN - When walks,
drives and patios are not flush with adjacent
lawn areas, hand clipping is usually necessary.
Building on the same grade also permits easier
movement of equipment from one area to another.

3.

USE BRICK OR CONCRETE MOWING EDGE GENEROUSLY A brick edger between lawn and house, plant beds
and around other obstructions will save countless
hours of hand trimming. Bricks provide free
wheeling surface·for mower wheels while blades
cleanly cut grass to the edge. Use hardened
brick, not common britk. The latter cannot wi.thstand freezing and will disintegrate.

4.

PLAN OR INSTALL CONVENIENT ELECTRICAL OUTLETS Make it easier· to use power tools by provid1ng
outlets where you need them. You should never
require more than 50 feet of cord for.use of
power tools in the yard.
·

5.

AVOID MOWING CLOSE TO TREES - Use ground cover,
mulch or brick mowtng edge to eliminate mowing
and trimming right up to trunk of trees. This
will save time-consuming trimming, prevent mower
damage to tree and add a pleasant feature to the
landscape.

6.

7.

8.

LOCATE WATER SOURCES CONVENIENTLY - Once again,
no more than a 50 ft. length of hose should be
required to cover your grounds. Install or add
conveniently located foundation faucets, consider
underground lines using inexpensive ~quipment
available, particularly the soaker hose which
conserves water.
AVOID IMPOSSIBLE-TO-MOW SITUATIONS - Use ground
covers, gravel or paved surfaces on steep slopes,
bumpy ureas and other hard-to-mow sites.
PROVIDE FREE MOVEMENT OF EQUIPMENT - Plan ramps
of concrete, grass or wood to permit moving
machines from one 1eve 1 to another in the yard.
All walks, gates and entrances should oe planned wide enough to easily accommodate equipment.

14.

USE METAL EDGING- To keep a smart outline without hand trimming, use a metal edger between
planting areas or next to walks and mulched
areas.

15.

KEEP LAWNS CLEAR-OF UNNECESSARY OBSTRUCTIONSKeep trees, shrubs, and other plantings out of
lawn areas to avoid breaking up continuous
mo~tling patterns.

16.

PROVIDE CONVENIENT TOOL STORAGE - Keep tool
storage easily accessible to work areas.

17.

AVOID MESSY CLEAN-UP UNDER TREES THAT 11 SHED 11 Provide bed of ground cover to absorb falling
blossoms, buds, fruits, etc.

18.

AVOID SUSCEPTIBILITY TO INSECT AND
DAMAGE - Use plant varieties that
resistant and insect free. Before
with your extension office or with
nurseryman.

DISEASE
are disease
buying, check
a reputable

9.

USE HARD SURFACES WHERE TRAFFIC IS HEAVY - This
can be done with wood chips, gravel, pavers or
concrete laid flush with grass or adjacent
ground cover.

10.

USE i1INH1UM MAINTENANCE PRIVACY BORDERS Attractive cedar or redwood privacy fence can
be used in place of hedge plantings along side
or rear property lines-but not in_ front yards.
These are not permitted in Park Forest by covenant.

19.

ESTABLISH AN ADEQUATE FEEDING PROGRAM - Turf and
plant materials in a weakened condition are
more susceptible to insect and disease infestation and invasion by weeds. On the other hand,
over fertilization promotes vigorous top growth
requiring additional mowing and pruning.

11.

PROVIDE RAISEG BEDS FOR FLOWERS- Use railroad
ties, brick walls or ~ut stones to raise planting beds requiring the most care. Raised beds
give added interest in the 1andscape as we 11 as
eliminating backaches.

20.

12.

USE GRAVEL UNDER THE DRIPLlNE - This proQlem
planting area can be easily and handsomely
solved with a strip of attractive crushed stone.
Low ground cover next to the house helps to
further enhance this area.

USE MULCH GENEROUSLY -Mulching is the business
of putting enough organic material on the surface around a planting to discourage weeds and
retain moisture. It •s a substitute for hoe and
hose if chosen wisely and spread over an area
after cultivation and watering. For best results, a mulch should be 411 to 611 deep.

13.

DO NOT TRY TO GROW GRASS WHERE IT WON T - Use
ground covers or mulches in dense shade or other
hard-to-grow areas.

For a more complete discussion of techniques and
methods of conserving water and reducing your water
bill while at the same time maintaining a greener,
healthier landscape, pick up THE GREEN SCENE brochure entitled Conserv1'ng Water In the Landscape••
available free of charge from the Recreation and
Parks Office.

1

11

72

PRUNING
What is pruning, Pruning is the art of cutting
out unwanted growth to make the plant respond as
desired. It .:!2_ not shearing, barbering or dehorning.
This inelegant term graphically describes a particular sort of tree butchery. Sometimes all of the
limbs of a large tree are sawed back -- particularly
at railroad stations - leaving great stubs sticking
up. The trees are ruined since they will not regain a graceful branching system.
Why prune. Pruning is one of the most misunderstood garden jobs. Let some of the following
reasons and your eye be your guide on pruning
yard and garden plants.

and
mind:

11

1.

To rejuvenate by taking out older
dead wood, withered leaves, etc.

2.

To repair damage from· breaks in limbs,
diseased wood, etc.

3.

To encourage more and better bloom and
fruit.

4.

To develop or maintain a desired shape.

5.

To compensate for root loss during transplanting.

~terns,

How to prune. Pruning involves 11 Selection 11
judgment. 11 Keep the following basic tips in
1.

Use sha~ and the proper size tools for
the job.

2.

Always make major cuts first then even up
the remaining.

3.

Make smooth cuts at an angle so that
water does not stand in th~m.

4.

Paint all wounds larger than 111 in diameter
73
with tree wound paint.

5.

Never leave a stump you can hang your
hat on.

Shade trees are often pruned during the dormant
season although other seasons are satisfactory.
Dormant season pruning allows one to better see the
plant and determine the material to be removed.
Also, new growth will take place shortly to hide
the bare appearance following pruning.
For a more complete discussion of pruning
techniques, including illustrations of the proper
cuts on trees and shrubs, pick up THE GREEN SCENE
brochure on 11 PRUNING" available free of charge from
the Recreation and Parks Office.

Financing

Diagrams ~- and _B_ show how t~ 1andscape
a typical Park Forest home. The Recreat1on and Parks
Department publishes "A Planting Guide for Park Foresters," which suggests plant materials that grow .
well in the Village. Recreation and Parks -also
publish special planting guides and they periodically hold landscaping workshops. In addition to
beauty, landscaping can help to conserve energy and
increase housing values.

Home improvements can be financed from many
sources. Banks, Savings & Loans, Credit Unions, and
Finance Companies are among the sources of loans.
Many financial institutions earmark funds for residential upgrading includtng interior, exterior and
energy efficient improvements.
Any credit-worthy homeowner who meets certain
criteria can qualify for a home improvement loan.
Illinois State law rimits the maximum home improvement loan. Many homeowners use their own house as
equity for the loan. Equity is the value of a home
less the amount owed on .it. Equity determines how
much the financial institution will allow the
homeowner to borrow- usually 70-80 percent of the
equity. If the homeowner has a mortgage on the property, a second mortgage or junior mortgage serves
as collateral for the home improvement loan. Illinois state law limits the maximum home improvement
loan to $25,000 for 10 years.

Building Permits
Building permits are required for all structural
changes, including room additions and garages. For
example, changing room sizes requi,res a building
permit. A patio does net require a permit unless it
is covered with a permanent structure. Changing,
but not replacing, the heating or plumbing system
does require a permit. This includes Park Forest
homes converting from radiant heat to another form,
e.g., hot air, convection. If you are in doubt,
call the Building Commissioner.

Interest rates vary. It is always best to
shop around and make comparisons on interest rates.
Some contractors have special arrangements with
financial institutions for relatively low interest
loans. However, the interest rates charged vary
considerably and it's wise to check with several
financial institutions. The lower the annual percentage rate (A.P.R.) the more money will be saved
in interest costs. The longer the term of the loan,
the lower the payments. On the other hand, the
longer the term of the loan the higher the amount of
total interest paid.

Some residents may be tempted to add an addition without a building permit. This could cause
great problems for the owner in the long run.
Building Code inspections protect the resident.
It is a matter of safety. Insurance companies
recognize this and it is more difficult to collect
a favorable settlement from the insurance carrier
if a problem occurs in an uninspected addition.
Furthermore, some financial institutions, as well
as the VA and FHA, will not make loans on hpmes
that have illegal, uninspected additions. Should
the Village find out about an illegal addition, it
has no choice but to enforce the provisions of
the code.
·

Some fi n9-nci.al institutions have addi ti anal
charges for credit investigations, appraisal cost,
insurance charges, title charges, service charges
and closinq costs. A borrower should ask about
these spec~al charges and compare the total cost of
a loan from various financial sources before choosing a loan program.
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There are a few special home ftn~ncing programs.
Among them is a home improvement loan program called
the FHA/Title I loan. On Title I loans, lenders are
not allowed to charge special fees to moderate and
middle income households. Thts program is popular
with both financial institutions and borrowers
because the federal government picks up some of.the
costs. Low-income and fixed-income hou~e~old~ 1n
Park Forest may be eligfble for a rebab1l1t~t1on
rebate or grant for certain code relate~ hqm~
improvements. Under this program the V1.ll age
rebates 20-50% of the cost of correcting certain
housing problems. Low-income people may ~lso.be
eligible for assistance under the Weather1zat1on
Act. There is also a federal tax credit available
for certain energy conservation activities.
The Energy Tax Act of 1978 provides substantial
tax credits for homeowners who apply energy conservation measures and/or install solar energy systems
in their homes. This residential energy cred1t is
broken down into the following two areas:
A.

Energy Conservation Expenditures

Taxpayers are eligible for a federal tax credit
for the installation of these 11 Energy Conserving
Components .. in their homes:
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Insulation
Storm Windows and/or Doors
Caulking and Weatherstripping
Automatic Energy-Saving Setback Thermostats
Intermittent or Electronic Furnace Pilot
Lights
Furnace Burners which Increase Combustion
Efficiency
Flue Dampers which Increase Furnace Efficiency.

The tax credit for installation of these components is 15% of the total cost, up· to a maximum of
$2,000. For example,~ a homeowner who spent $2,000
for insulation, storm windows, etc.,would receive

a credit of $300. Only those residences constructed
before April 20, 1977 are eligible for this credit.
B.. Renewable Energy Source Expenditures
This section provides a federal tax credit for
the installation of any residential solar or wind
energy system. The homeowner can receive 30% of the
first $2,000 spent and 20% of any amount spent between $2,000 and $10,000 as a tax credit. For example. a homeowner who has a solar energy system installed at a cost of $2,000 would receive 30% of that
amount, $600, as a tax credit. If the homeowner had
a solar system installed at a cost of $10,000, he
would receive a tax credit of $2,200 - 30% of the
first $2,000 ($600) and 20% of the next $8,000
($1 ,600}.
The appropriate forms for these tax credits are
available from any Internal Revenue Service office
or wherever federal tax forms are available (post
offices, etc,).
Avoiding Higher Assessments
Most home improvements contribute to the value
of a home. Many home improvements are considered
by the County Assessor to be routine upkeep, and
they do not result in increased assessed valuation.
A general guide is that improvements that do not
require a building permit do not increase the
assessment. More extensive improvements, such as
room additions, central air conditioning; finished
attics, etc., which require permits, will increase
both the value of the home and its assessment.
In Cook County, the Home Improvement Exemption
allows homeowners to make major improvements of as
much as $25,000 without increasing the assessment or
property tax for a four year period. If the improvement is more than $25,000, only the excess will be
immediately assessed at the rate of '16 percent.
Homeowners do not have to make application for the

exemption. Upon issuance of the buildin9 permit
the Assessor will apply the -new tax rate.
Senior citizens are also eligible for a
Homestead Exemption. This tax relief fqr senior
citizens allows the Assessor to reduce the equalized assessed valuation by $1,500 for a yearly
tax savings of approximately $120.00.
When making application for a Homestead Exemption the ~pplicant must supply the following:
a.
b.
c.

Proof of age (65 years or older), such
as birth certificate or baptismal
certificate.
Proof of residence, such as voter 1 s registration or driver•s license.
Proof of ownership, a copy of the deed.
Also, your last tax bill.
The Homestead Exemption is available to
seniors who are owner-occupants of homes,
apartments, condominium$, or cooperatives.

Application forms are available from the Cook
County Assessor•s Office, County Building, 118 N.
Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60602 -- 443-6150.
Additional information is available from the
Park Forest Renovation Coordinator at Village Hall,
748-1112.
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PLANT LIST - PLAN A
COMMON NA~1E
Agae Hydrangea
Andorra Juniper
Burning Bush
Cornellian Cherry
Dwarf Cotoneaster
Japanese Flowering Crab
Native Elderberry
Native Plum
Pachysandra
Purple leaf Wintercreeper
River i3irch
Tatarica Honeysuckle
Washington Hawthorne

BOTANICAL NAME
Hydrangea Agae
Juniperus horizontalis plumosa
Euonymus alatus
Corrus mas
Cotoneaster adpressa praecox
Malus floribunda
Sambacus canadensis
Prunus sargentti
Pachsandra terminalis
Euonymus fortunei colorata
Betula nigra
Lonicera tatarica
Crataegus phaenompyrum

SIZE
24" b.b.
18" b.b.
3-4 1 b.b.
3-4 1 b.b.
18 11 b. b.
2' b.b.
3-4' b.b.
8-10' b.b.
2" pots
2" pots
61 b.b.
3-4 b, b,
8' b.b.

QW\NTITY
12
16
4

BOTANICAL NAME
Vibarnam trilobum
Hydrangea Agae
Juniperus horizontalis plumosa
Euonymus alatus
Taxus media densiformis
Cotoneaster adpressa praecox
Ostrich Fern
Malus floribund~
Sambacus canadensis
Prunus sargentti
Euonymus fortunei colorata
Betula nigra
Malus sargentti
Crataegus phaenompyrum

SIZE
3-4 b,b,
24" b.b.
24 11 b,b.
3-4 1 b. b,
24~' b.b.
24" b.b.
clumps
3" b.b.
3-4 1 b.b
2~" b.b.
2" pots
3" b.b.
3" b.b.
3~" b.b.

QUANTITY

I

1
4

NOTES·

train into multistem specimen

1

multistem - attracts birds
attracts birds
multistem - attracts birds
prepare soil w/ manure
prepare soil w/ manure
multi stem

12
1

multistem - attracts birds

1
12
1
35
550

PLAHT LIST - PLAN B
COI•U-iON NAME
American Cranberry
Agae Hydrangea
Androrra Juniper
Burning Bush
Dense Yew
Dwarf Cotoneaster
Ferns
Japanese Flowering Crabapple
Native Elder
Native Plum
Purple leaf Wintercreeper
River Birch
Sargent Crabapple
Washington Hawthorne
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I

5

NOTES
attracts birds

6

5
9
3
6

25
1

15
1

340
1
1
1

multistem/attracts birds
attracts birds
multistemjattracts birds
front yard only
multi stem
5 1 X5 1 /attracts birds
multistem/attracts birds

. After selecting a contractor always get a
wr1tten estimate of the work to be done. Check the
contract carefully for the work he is to do and make
sure tbat it is correct. Ask the contractor about
the insurance he carries.' Does he have insurance
to protect his workmen if they are injured? Is
coverage ~rovided if one of his workmen damages your
house? S1gn the contract only when it includes
everything to be done. Insisting on a contract
doesn•t mean that contractors cannot be trusted. A
contract outlines the responsibilities of both
parties so that they are fully understood before
the work begins.

Choosing a Contractor
Here are several important suggestions for finding the right contractor to do home improvements.
Before choosing a contractor the homeowner should
have a·good idea of the nature of the work to be
done. It also is a good idea to have financing
secured.
Finding the right contractor is more tban looking through the Yellow Pages. Consult wtth friends
and neighbors. The Village has a list of registered
contractors who often work in the Village. While
the Village cannot recommend one contractor, licensing means that the contractor has performed successfully in the past and that certain insurance requirements have been met. A1so, check with 1oca 1 1enders
for a list of three or four contractors.·

Man,y
include a
deadlines
give some

consumer advisors insist that a contract
date for completion. Few contractors like
but get it included in the contract; it may
leverage if problems develop in the future.

A good contract often contains provisions for
a waiver of lien. This contract will protect the
homeowner against a claim made by a subcontractor
against the general contractor. A lien is a claim
against property for nonpayment of a debt. The
actual work may or may not be completed. Liens are
sometimes used by subcontractors to regain from th~
homeowner an obligation due them from the contractor.
Before paying the contractor, make sure he presents
copies of the waivers of lien from the subcontractors. The homeowner should be aware that the contractor can file a lien against the homeowner's property
for nonpayment if the work has been completed.

Once a few contractors are selected, ask them
for a list of references and check with several of
his customers to make sure they have been satisfied
with the work. Also, check friends• and neighbors•
recommendations in addition to the names supplied
by the contractor. Remember that a contractor is
apt to give only names of-satisfied customers.
Check the contractor•s liability with the local
Better Business Bureau (listed in the Yellow Pages),
or ask a bank or credit agency to check his credit
rating. Give all the contractors the same outline
of the job to be done. Be specific and don•t change
the job description for-particular contractors.
Ask each one to quote on the same job. Then select
the contractor who offers what you're looking for.

In the days following the completion of a job,
check it out thoroughly. Learn as much as-possible
about the job and new equipment. Make sure the
job was done correctly. The only 11 Cl ub'' the homeowner has is mo~ey. The homeowner shou1d not pay
the contractor unless the job is satisfactory. A
lawsuit is only worthwhile if many thousands of
dollars are at stake. Checking a contractor out
before he is hired can save a lot of aggravation.

Recently many contractors are joining both
National and State Associations for contractors.
These associations set standards for work and
quality. In some cases, an association will provide warranties to the customers.
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CHAPTER VII

HOME SAFETY & SECURITY

*Always use non-combustible ashtrays.
*Don•t smoke in bed.
*Never empty ashtrays into garbage bags.
*Check the furniture before retiring for
the night, especially after entertaining.

Many families overlook the importance of fire
safety and home security. Nevertheless, these are
home improvements of great value in an emergency.
Both the Police and Fire Departments recommend that
every family check into these home fire and security
measures.

~.

Children playing with matches cause many home
fires.
*Teach children the good and bad of fire.
Explain that matches and fire are for
adults and not for children.
*Keep matches out of reach and out of
sight.
*Recognize a child who is attracted to
fire more than most other children, and
seek help before it is too late. Often
a child uses fire to attract attention to
himself and an underlying problem.

3.

Open flames near combustible materials, such as
stove burners near clothing, candles near curtains, furnaces near newspapers, and so on, can
cause fires. A few precautions can prevent
these fires from happening.
*Do not lean over a stove with the burners
on. Clothing ignites quickly. Keep
small children away while cooking.
*Do not leave stove burners and candles
unattended while ignited. Beware of
children leaning over a birthday cake.
*Keep candles away from curtains, paper,
towels, etc., and use only in approved
candleholders on a firm base.
*Never bring gasoline or flammable liquids
into the house. Vapors from these liquids can travel to a furnace or hot water
·heater and explode.
*Keep flammable liquids in original containers at all times.
*Keep newspapers and furniture at least
36 11 away from heaters and furnaces.
*Keep storage spaces free of unnecessary
garbage and clutter.

Fire Safety
Fire provides many benefits and pleasures for
people but it is dangerous. Each year in the United
States, fire kills about 10,000 and injures another
100,000. These dead and injured are the tragic
v1ctims of inadequate knowledge of basic fire safety.
~Y putting into practice the following safety hints,
many families can prevent a heartbreaking fire loss.
Fire safety can be divided into two areas, fire
prevention and fire prevention and escape.
Fire Prevention
Human carelessness is probably the greatest
cause of home fires. The best weapon to prevent
·fires is cOOITlOn sense. It is not enough to have a
safe home -- the whole family must think safety.
.Coll1110n fire hazards can be eliminated.

1.

The number one cause of fire in the home.is
cigarettes burning upholstered furniture. A
hot ash or cigarette will smolder in furniture
for hours before making its presence known -often while the -family is asleep. This fire
problem is easy to avoid.
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*Never burn paper or garbage in fireplaces;
burn only seasoned wood. Clean the fireplace regularly to remove ash, and always
use a screen to protect the floor from
flying sparks and €mbers.
*If the smell of gas is detected, ·look for
the source of the leak. Use a flashlight
not a lighted match or candle. First
'
check all pilot lights, stove and heater
b~rners.
Remember that natural gas is
1 rghter and wi 11 rise· to the cei 1ing. If
the odor is strong, get everyone out of
the house. Don't use electric switches
or the telephone. Call the fire department from a neighbor's house~ If the
odor is light, call the gas company.
4.

E9uipment failure can be minimized by an intelllgent_purch~sing and inspection program.
Many
electr1cal ·flres are caused by overloaded or
improperly installed electrical circuits.
*Never overload an electrical circuit.
It is designed only to carry a certa1n
electrical load. Overloading the wires
will cause them to overheat, and possibly cause a fire.
.
*Do not use appliances with worn or frayed
cords.
*Never hide extension cords under carpets
or rugs. The weight of furniture, and
walking on the cords, may cause the insulation to break and start a fire.
*H~ve all el~c~rical work done by a qualifled electr1c1an. Many home fires have
started by shortcuts taken by a homeowner with little knowledge of electricity. Don't take a chance.
*Inspect the heating plant annually.

The Building Commissioner can test home
electrical systems to make sure that improvements
have b~en properly installed. In additio·n, all
electr1cal .tools and appliances should be approved
by Underwr1ters Laboratories. The label should
be on the appliance, not just the cord.

Fir~

Detection·

~hen fire burns carpeting, vinyl flooring,
curta1ns and the many other flammable materials
in a ~ouse,.heavy smoke results. This smoke may
conta1n tox1c gasses such as hydrogen cyanide,
carbon monoxide, and sulfur dioxide. In fact, smoke
and toxic fumes actually kill more people than
flames, Thus, early detection of smoke is essential.

Seventy-five percent (75%) of all fatal fires
occur at night when people sleep and most vulnerable
to smoke inhalation. It is estimated three of every
five fire fatalities could be prevented by use of a
smoke alarm. A smoke detector alarm sounds a sharp,
loud sound almost when any amount of smoke filters
throug~ a ~orne.
This alarm wakes and warns people
when f1re 1s present, giving fire victims extra
seconds to exit safely, before the fire reaches
fatal proportions.
Although smoke alarms do not prevent fires,
they are effective warning devices. Smoke alarms
may be either battery or electrically operated,
and they range in price from $10 - $20. The few
·moments it takes to install a smoke detector can
save lives.
The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
recommends that at least one smoke alarm be installed
on the ceiling of the hall area between the bedrooms
and the.rest of the house. If this alarm is triggered, 1t should be heard by sleeping family members
through closed bedroom doors. NFPA also recommends
that each level in a home be protected by a smoke
alarm. However, smoke alarms should not be installed
in kitchens, garages, attics or bathrooms, in dead
air s~aces, near heating and cooling ducts, or near
an obJect that may prevent smoke from getting into
the alarm.
.
For families who want, and can afford, more
complete protectio~ smoke detectors, heat detectors
gas l~ak det~ctors, and b~rglar alarms are available 1n reta1l stores. Some of these units can be

tied directly to the Village's public safety building for a monthly fee.

*Planning a meeting place for all members of
the household as they evacuate the house so
that lives will not be lost going back into
the burning building to resc~e someone who is
already safe in a neighbor's house.
*If your clothing catches on fire, STOP, DROP
AND ROLL, Avoid the inclination to run since
running fans the flames and causes them to
burn hotter.

In addition to purchasing and installing smoke
detectors, families are urged to plan for emergencies by developing escape plans for their homes.
Children should be drilled in these escape routes
and taught these basics including:
*Sleeping with doors closed at night. This
helps to keep smoke and gases out of bedrooms,
and provides valuable escape time.
*A'tlakening everyone by yelling, blowing a whistle or pounding on walls.
*Feeling the door. If it is hot, do not open
it. It already is too late to escape through
the ha1lway and stairs. If the door is not
hot to the touch, and smoke is not filtering
in, open the door slowly. If smoke and superheated gases enter the room, close the door
fast.
*Knowing two exits out of each room. If it is
not possible to go out the door, go out the
window. Make certain all windows open easily.
Parents can use ladders from outside to help
small children escape.
*Stayin.g low in smoke. Smoke and hot gases are
lighter than air and will rise to the ceiling
and accumulate. The best air is near the
floor. Stay low and crawl.

More information about fire safety rules is
available from the Park Forest Fire Prevention
Bureau, phone 748-5605.
The Fire Safety Check List on.the next pages
wil1 help assess fire safety in the home.

*Keeping cool. Knowing what to do makes it
less 1ikely that fire victims panic .... and
more likely that they will survive.
*Once outside, going to a neighbor and call the
fire department. N~ver re-enter a burning
building. A small fire can change drastically in a matter of seconds.
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HOUSEHOLD FIRE
CllECKLIST

SAFE~fy

..
To see how well you,'rc doing in achieving a 'Tire Safe.. home. answer the questions. in this
checklist. Do it once a year to measure improvement {or worse, to determine if you and
your family have become lax)! Skip questions which don''t apply to you. The following is
DATE

ESCAPE
1. Does everyone in your household recognize the importance of getting out immediately if they even suspect the existence of
a fire?
·
2. Does everyone in your household know
that life safety is the first consideration and
that no actions (even calling the fire department) should be taken until after everyone
has been alerted?
3. Haw you sho\vn everyone in your
h01.1sehold the ways they can get out in case
of fire? Do they know more than one way
out?
4. Can all windows and doors needed for
emergency escape be opened easily from the
inside?
5. Does everyone in your household know
which fire department to call if you live in a
suburb or rural area?
. .
6. Do yon make it a regular practice to Jet
your babysitters know what to do in case of
fire?
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS::.: ..
7. Js gasoline always opened, ·poured and
used only outdoors?
8. Is all gasoline s~ored in either a UL
labeled safety can or a capped metal can in
a shed or garage?
9. If you have more than I gallon of
gasoline stored, is it in a safety can? ·
10. Are other flammable Jiq uids and combustible liquids either· in their original c0ntainers or in tightly capped metal cans?
11. Do you take precautions to never use a
combustible liquid to "freshen" any fire nor
to start a fire in a stove not designed for
liquid fuel?
FIRE EQUJPi\lENT
12. Are smoke detectors tested regularly as
recommended by the manufac'turer?
(M9n thly, unless otherwise indicated)
13. Have new batteries been installed in
b'attery-opcrated smoke detectors within the
past year?
I 4. Have :1ll fire extinguishers been checked ' "· ·
and recharged according to instructions on
the nameplate?

YES NO

YES NO

DO

YES NO

DO

DO

DO

·oo

DO

o·o

DO

1_]0

DO

·oo

DO

. DO

DO

DO

DO

DO·

[JD

DO

.·

oooo

DO

DO
DO

DO

DO

oo·

DO
DO

DO
DO

DO
DO

DO

DO

DO

DO

·DO

DO

DO
DO

your Fire S:.fcty index: 5 or more .. NO" answers, You're in trouhJc!; 3 to 4 "NO'• ;.tnswers,
lmpro\'ement nccJ~d~ I to 2 .. ~0 .. answers. Good, but you can still do better: 0 .. NO"
answers. Congratubtions for maintaining a FIRE SAFE home!
DATE

ELECTRICAL
ts'. Are all the fuses in your home the
proper size? (IS or 20 amp on general
circuits except special stove. dryer or air
conditioner circuits.)
16. Have you operated circuit breakers in
your home several times each year to be
sure they don't stick?
17.. Does the insulation on an electric cords
appear to be in good condition?
18. Are the plugs and receptacles on all
electric cords attached tightly and in good
condition?.
.
.
. ..
19. Have all electric mttkt and switch plates
been checked within the past 6 months to
determine whether they are hot to the
touch?

HEATING EQ:UIPMENT
.20. Have you inspected the chimney this
: year to be sure there are 110 Cracks or loose
bricks? Are metal chimneys well supported
with tight connections'?
21. Are the smoke pipes on all furnaces· and
heater;; well supported, tightly connected
and clear of· combustibles?.·
··
22.: Is combustible material" kepL.at -least.,:
three feet from your furnace;. heaters and ··
,. stoves unless instructions permit lesser
clearance?
"23. Do you oil, clean, adjust, and perform
other needed maintenance on heating equipment .as required by the manufacturer•s
instructions?
HOUSEKEEPING
24~ Are
filled wastebaskets regularly
emptied?
25. Do you keep matches and lighters away
from small children?
26. Are 3shes from smoking· materials
en1ptied into the toilet, the garbage disposer
or into a covered metal.can?
27. Do you use ashtrays only on solid
surfaces inst~ad of on arms or seats of
upholstered furniture?
28. Do you make a fire s.1fety walk-through
of your home before going to bed?

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

DO

DO

DO

DO

·oo

DO

DO

DO
DO
DO

DO
DO

DO
DO

-.

DO

DO

DO

DO

DO

DO

DO

.DO_

DO

DO

DO

DO

DO
DO

DO
DO

DO
DO

DO
DO

DO
DO

DO
DO

o·o
.....

100

DO

•

Home Security
Nationally, the crime rate is increasing rapidly and crime has spread to suburban areas. Although Park Forest continues to have one uf the low~st crime rates in the State, last year crime in~reased'at approximately the national rate.
Bur~lary and all type~.of t~eft account for 98% of
reported crim~s in Park Forest. No one knows how
many additional burglaries and thefts went unreported.
The rate of breaking and entering typically
increases during the summe~and middle class
people are as likely to be burglarized as the
wea·lthy. The articles most often stolen are television sets, money, clothing, clock radios and
stereo sets, rather than art, silver or antiques.
Furthermore, statistics show these stolen articles
are rarely recovered. Nationally, an arrest is
made in only one of eleven burglaries.

The mortise lock is preferable to the knob lock
because of its built-in horizontal 'dead-bolt. The
shape and ample size of this bolt prevent it from
being easily pried open. To protect against the
jimmying of this lock, the mortise lock should have
.a long bolt, extending far into the door jam.
Prices for this type of lock range from $~6 to $85.

This chapter is concerned with how to prevent
breaking and entering in private homes and townhouses. There is no way to make a home completely
safe from breaking and entering, and there is no
·~ssurance that .when a home is left it will be intact when the homeowner returns.
Physical Considerations:
Perhaps the single most important way to prevent burglary is the door lock. ~~ide range of
locks are available, varying in both· complexity and
performance.
a.mortise lock .

The three major types of locks are (1) knob or
key-in-the-knob lock; (2) mortise lock; and p) verticle bolt auxil:iary lock. The key-in-the-knob. lock
is the least secure. If the trigger bolt is not
set, the latch can easily be pried back with a
strong, thin object, such as a credit card. Setting
the·trigger bolt does little to increase this lock's
effectiveness because it is easily j irrmied. Key-inthe-knob locks are generally priced from $9 to $40.

For increased security many public safety officials
recomend that key-in-the-knob and mortfse locks be
supplemented by a vertical-bolt auxiliary lock. This
type of lock is extremely difficult to jiiTilly. There
are several good locks c.f this type which::ra_nge in
price from $10 to $30.
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piece of wood horizontally into the track of the
movable door when it is closed, the door becomes
immovable. This bar must lay in the entire length
of the exposed track. The bar should be removed
only when the door is in constant use. Tempered
or wire-mesh glass or polycarbon~te are better
deterrents than plain glass in these sliding doors.
A sturdy door also must be properly ·hung. The
door should fit snugly into the door frame, which
must itself be sturdy. Otherwise, a crowbar can
be used to force the door open. The door frame
should include a molding to make it impossible to
slip a tliin, stiff instrument between door and frame
in the attempt to push back the lock bolt, If the
molding is faulty, a 11 pick-plate, 11 or metal sheet
for mounting on the door frame can be purchased for
,about $3. A lock with a trigger bolt will frustrate an intruder, but a mortise lock (with its
dead ~olt) or a vertical bolt lock provides greater
secun ty.

vertical-bolt auxiliary lock
Even the most effective lock is rendered useless if the door is inadequate or poorly fitted.
In general, outside doors should be solid rather
than hollow core, and of good quality so that they
will be less vulnerable to crowbars. Two kinds of
metal doors are acceptable for use as dwelling 11 entry
doors: hollow steel flush doors and 11 Kalimein
doors with steel sheets laminated to both sides.
Glass panels in or near doors can easily be
broken to permit entry. Metal grates can be installed over the glass, or plain glass panes can be
replaced by glass containing wire mesh of sufficient
strengtn to act as a deterrent. Alternatively, a
newly available plastic, polycarbonate, if properly
installed, can be used to replace the glass. Polycarbonate is difficult to break and is inflammable.
It must be set securely in the frame in some manner
stronger than the usual putty or tacks to be effective. Otherwise, the whole panel can be popped out
by hitting it with a heavy object. Polycarbonate
cannot be easily broken by the resident in case of
fire or other reason for emergency exit.

Finally, a door always should be hung with the
hinges inside the home. The hinge-pin can easily
be taken out if the hinges are exposed to the outside, permitting the entire door to be removed,
regardless of locks. Exposed hinges should be
changed. If this is·not possible, security can be
improved by drilling horizontally through the sec'tion of the hinge that is attached to the door frame
·and midway through the pin itself. The drill bit
then is broken off and left in the hinge. It is
virtually impossible to remove. Both hinges can
be drilled for the cost of two l/8 11 or 3/32" drill
bits (about $2). Hinge pins also can be ~made more
non-removable by hammering both ends.

Sliding glass patio doors should be installed
so that the movable section of the door slides on
the inside of the fixed window. Doors must be
properly installed because they are easily unlocked
or removed from the track~

. Door Hardware ... The following items help provide
.persona 1 security:
Optical Door Interviewers (Peephole). An
optical door interviewer is a small protected ho 1e set in to a door· at ·eye 1eve 1 to
help a resident visually identify a person
outside the closed door. Interviewers should
be installed in all solid doors.

The locks provided on sliding glass doors
often are weak. By jnserting a metal bar or a
89

Chain Door Interviewers (also called door
chain}. This devi~e consists of a chain
attached at one end to the wall and the other
to the door. The chain allows the door to be
opened slightly to permit visual identification, but restrains it from opening. Because
chain door interv.iewers are generally constructed cheaply and are easily overcome, they
provide a false sense of security. Chain door
interviewers are not recommended unless the
chain c9n withstand 800 pounds of pressure and
extra long screws are used in installation.
These screws should be imbedded firmly in the
do<?r jamb or stud and not just the drywall.

alarm system is especially recommended for lowrise buildipgs and privat~ homes. Plans for
this versatile, low cost alarms are available
free, from Operation Burglar-Free at Hyde Park~enwood Community CoQference, 1400 East 53rd
Street, Chicago.
There also are many professional systems
available. Typically, a professional system
costs $400-$500 to install and there is an
operation fee of $25+ per month. The company
receives any alarm directly and relays it to
the police within 30 seconds.
The Crime Prevention Unit of the Park,forest
Police Department will provide free advice on
.alarms.
Windows
One of the common ways a burglar gets into a
house or apartment is through the windows. Burglars
can force, break or open windows that are not secured. Burglar$ can be deterred by using break
resistant glass or strong security devices in first
floor, basement and rear windows. Even greater
security can be achieved by using vandal-resistant
or unbreakable glazing material (at several times
the price of conventional glass).

Door Closers. Safety officials recommend that
each dwell1ng entry swinging door be fitted
with a door closing device that can close and
latch the door when it is left open 6 inches or
more.

Latch-type 11 windm'l locks are necessary for
windows on any floor remotely accessible from the
outside. Some experienced sources say that latchtype locks are easily opened. Others say they are
not. Key-type window locks may be sa fest. Other
possibilities, such as inserting a rod or a piece
of wood or driving a large nail (the 11 ten-penny 11
size) into the track of the window pane to prevent
the window from opening far enough to allow entry,
have the disadvantage of rendering the window
closed to the occupant as well. This disadvantage
would pose a hazard in case of fire.
11

Burglar Alarms. Burglar alarms are effective
in frightening burglars away and sometimes in
leading to apprehension since the noise is loud
and draws police inquiry immediately.
On the other hand, a recent article in Business
Week indicated that 99 percent of the alarms
ere false and that no police force in the country could respond to all alarms.
Still, many people feel more secure with a
burglar ala~. These alarms can be privately
purchased" and installed, or rented from a security company. One privately designed bu.rglar
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enough to climb that the burglar would have a hard
tir:~ lifting heavy stolen items over it.
A six-foot
height is useful. Open fences (such as chain link)
are good because the enclosed area still is visible
to passersby.

Transoms should be sealed if they are not used.
If they are in use, they are as accessible as an
open door to burglars. Bars and grates are useful
on windows and transoms whenever there is easy
access from the street, including, for example,
the roof or a fire escape.

Although hedg~s may seem an obstacle to entering
and leaving the grounds of a home, they create special problems. If hedges are tall enough to be
effective obstacles, they also provide natural concealment for.burglars. On balance, it is recommended
that hedges be short and that tall, open-type fences
.be used as the major obstacles to entering and leaving grounds.

\.JindovJ Hardware
Burglars and other criminals prefer to enter
windows by breaking the locks rather than breaking
the glass because it is less noisy and less noticeabl~.
However, when glass is ~roken it usually is
done to create a hole large enough to reach through
to release the window lock or latch. Window hard. ware can help prevent entry.

Lighting

·

Proper window hardware can be divided into
hardware for accessible windows (a window located
'less than 18 ft. above ground level or within 10 ft.
of another structure) and hardware for non-accessible
windows.

Adequate lighting is important both outside
and inside the building. Entrances, breezeways,
backyards all should be well lit. A hardware
store can recommend lights suitable for outside
installation.

Simple, lever-operated locking devices such as
crescent sash locks, slide bolt locks, thumbscrew
locks, and pin-type locks are acceptable on all windows except accessible windows. Accessible windows
may have lock types similar to those used with nonaccessible windows, except they should be key operated. Window keys should be kept at least three ·
feet away from windows to prevent a criminal from
breaking a small hole in the glass, reaching in, and
using the window key to unlock the window. A reminder: The window key for each window should be
located in a visible place so that occupants can
easily escape in an emergency.

Certain minimum requirements are suggested
for lighting around doors and windows.
Lighting for Doors. Each door in a private
dwelling should be lit by an exterior fixture with a vandal-proof lamp. The fixture
should be installed so that at least 80% of
the door and the ground within ten feet of
the door is lighted.
Lighting for Accessible Windows. Each accessible window visible from an adjac~nt public
street also should be lit. In many cases this
low level of light can be provided by existing light sources such as street lights or
entry door lighting.

Fences and Hedges
To help prevent burglaries, it is important to
create obstacles which lnmit the ease of entering and
leaving the grounds of a building. Fences are useful
for this purpose, and also for protecting property
that must be left o~tside. Fence protection only is
effective when the fence is high enough and difficult
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It is useful to keep lights on inside the
home, especially when residents are out. Residents
should periodically change which lights ar~ left on
to prevent signaling a burglar that th~ house is
empty. If absence is prolonged, inexpensive
electrical timing devices are available to turn
lights off and on. Two or more timing devices
·placed in different rooms are even more effective.

from an unlocked garage. Garage doors should be
kept closed, even during short shopping trips.
In addition, garage windows should be painted
o1ack or covered with dark ..shades, so a burglar cannot look in to determine whether the family car is
there or not, and whether the occupants are at horne.
Additional information is available from the
Crime Prevention Division of the Park Forest Police
Department.

Garages
Garages may be vulnerable no matter how many
precautions are taken to prevent breaking and entering of the home. Sometimes there is access to the
home from the garage. Often a garage contains
valuable equipment, and in some cases, burglars
have gained access to homes with tools 11 borrowed 11
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CHAPTER VIII

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

The goal of this book is to encourage Park
Forest homeowners to maintain and tmprove their
homes. r~ost of the information provided will help
prevent costly repairs and save money in the long
run. The book stresses preventative maintenance
and home safety rather than how to correct major defects. Major problems require indepth research and
professional help.
For those people who would like more indepth
information, several sources are available.
Schools - Several area schools have adult education programs that offer courses in home repair.
Check with. the local high school district and
Prairie State Junior College.
The Village- Park Forest•s professional code
enforcement staff can answer specific questions
related to building and housing codes. They also
can offer suggestions as to how certain improvements can be made. The Vi11age•s Renovation
Coordinator is familiar with many kinds of building
problems. The Coordinator can help assess problems
and help develop a remodeling work program.
The Planning Department can answer questions
about zoning and energy conservation.
The Recreation and Parks Department also offer
seminars on landscaping that cover the care of plant
materials as well as ideas for new plantings. The
Department•s "Planting Guide for Park Foresters"
is highly recommended.
The Library- The Park Forest Public Library
has a large collection of home repairs, energy
conservation and remodeling books. They have compiled the attached bibliography to help do-ityour-selfers.
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·HOME MAINTENANCE RESOURCES
Selected Books Available on Loan From the
Park Forest Public Library
General Home ReEair

643.7

Gladstone, Bernard. The New York Times Complete Manual of Home Repair.
New York: Macmillan, 1966.

G

643.7

Jones, Peter. Indoor Home Repairs Made Easy: the basic fix-it book for
beginners.
Butterick Publishing, 1979.

J

643.7

Philbin, Tom. The Nothing Left out Home Improvement Book.
Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1976.

p

Englewood

691.03
S

Schuler, Stanley. The Homeowner's Directory: a complete guide to the
best equipment available for building, remodeling, and repairing
your home. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1978.

643.7
W

Webb, Jim and Houseman, Bart. The You Don't Need a Man to Fix It Book.
New York: Doubleday and Co., Inc., 1973.

Pamphlets available in the reference department.
1.0

m

Roofing
694.22
Alt

Alth, Max. Do-it-yourself Roofing and Siding.
1977.

695
G

Geary, Dan. Roofs and Siding, a Practical Guide.
New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1978.

695
H

Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Company.
Guide. St. Paul: 3M, 1976.

690.1

Reschke, Robert c. Successful Roofing and Siding.
Structures Publishing Co., 1977

R

New York:

Hawthorn Books,

Englewood Cliffs,

Home Pro Roofs and

Gu~ters

Farmington, Michigan:

Plumbing
696.1
D

696.1

Day, Richard. The Practical Guide to Plumbing and Heating.
New York: Fawcett Publications, 1968.
LoSchiavo, Joseph, Jr.

You Fix It:

Plumbing.

New York:

Area, 1978.

L

696.1
p

696.1
T

Plumbing & Heating.
Publishing Company, 1977.

Princeton, New Jersey:

Time-Life Books. Plumbing. New York:
(Home Repair and Improvement)

Pamphlets available in the reference department.

Time-Life, 1976.

Peterson

Electrical ReEairs & Maintenance
683.83
D

Dunne, Charles and Nunn, Richard V. Easy Electrical Repairs.
New York: Galahad Books, 1976.

644

Hertzberg, Robert. The Horne OWner Handbook of Electrical Repairs.
New York: Crown Publishers, 1974.

H
R

643.7
M

New York:

Mechanix Illustrated How-to-do-it Encyclopedia.
Fawcett Publications, 1961. "Electrical repairs."

New York:

Popular Mechanics Do-it-yourself Encyclopedia.
Popular Mechanics, 1979. "Electrical wiring."

R

643.7
p

643.6

s

Schultz, Mort. Popular Mechanics Complete Step by Step Appliance
Repair Manual. New York: Book Division, the Hearst Corporation,
1975.
(covers furnaces, water heaters, attic fans.)

Carpent:ry
684.08
W

Miller, Wilbur. Woodworking:
Publishing Co., 1978.

643.7

Time-Life Books. Doors and Windows.
(Horne Repair and Improvement)

T

694
W

Basic Industrial Arts.

New York:

New York:

McKnight

Time-Life, 1978.

Wagner, Willis H. Modern Carpentry: Building Construction Details in
Easy-to-understand Form. South Holland, Illinois: GoodheartWilcox Co., Inc., 1969.

Energy Conservation
696
E

The Editors of Consumer Guide.
Putnam's Sons, 1977.

696.
HAR

Hart, G. Kimball. How to Cut Your En~rgy Costs.
and World Report Books, 1978.

696
H

Higson, ,James D. Building and Remodeling for Energy Savings.
Solana Beach, California: Craftsman Books, 1977.

'~-

697
A

Morrison, James W., ed. The Complete Energy-saving Horne Improvement Guide.·
New York: Arco Publishing Company, 1978.

t'

Paper
back
rack.

Rothchild, John and Tenny, Frank F., Jr. The Horne Energy Guide: How
to Cut Your Utility Bills.
New York: Ballantine Books, 1978.

693.8
H

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. How to Insulate Your
Horne and Save Fuel. New York: Dover, 1977 (1975).

w
~.

Energy Savers Catalog.

Pamphlets available in the reference department.

New York:

New York:

G. P.

U.S. News

Reference Materials
R

016.6

Index to How to Do It Information: an index to periodicals. ed. by
Lathrop, Mary Lou and Lathrop, Norman M.
Wooste:r:,, Ohio: Norman
Lathrop Enterprises, (published annually)
(Index tables)
I

These books tell where to find do-it-yourself project information in
Popular Mechanics, Family Handyman and many other magazines.
R

643.7
R

1'

16 volumes.

.

643.7
p

Mechanix Illustrated How-To-Do-It Encyclopedia.
New York: Fawcett Publications, 1961.
Popular Mechanics Do-it-yourself Encyclopedia.
New York: Popular Mechanics, 1978.

18 volumes.

